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PREFACE. 


T is as unuſual for 
| £ a Book to be Pub- 
- Iiſh'd withouta Pre- 
; face, as for a man to. 
go abroad without a 
Cravat : Something 
therefore muſt be ſaid, 
'} for Faſhion ſake: Dur, - 
4: becauſe I am no way 
'J addited to Garb and. 

A. 2. -*Drels: 


. The Preface. * 
be plain and ſhort. | 
TT have Ivd long &. 

nough in-the World , - 


 tÞ know, that a man 


who ventures to make . 


any Work of his own - 
_ Publick, puts himſelf 
into Extream Danger -- 
of being attack'd on e- 


very fide , and 'by all 


fort of People, as well 
| Learned as Ignorant ; 
and theſe are the worſt 
of the two ; for a rea-. 
ſonable man may be. 
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fatisfied with Reaſon ; 
when, a Fool will ne- 
ver be convincd of his 
Error. This has al- 
ways made me unwil- 
ling to expoſe any 
thing of my own: : 
But, having receivd, 
in the peruſing of this 
little Book, both Plea- 
{ure and Profit , 'I 
thought it would be 
but matter of Grati- 
tude in me, to com- 
municate it to the Pub- 


lick. 
A4 The 
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The Prefs having of | 
late been proſtituted to 4 
the Dull and Imperti- 
nent , +it will be no 
great Cracker for me to 
run in. the Herd, . much 
les to bring: up the 
Rear of them that are 
m Prat” ©}; --; 
_ It 5s. not. therefore 
from Vanity Or the 
fond  1magination of rai- 
ſit ing a Character, that I 
ſend this little Treatiſe 
abroad ; bur meerly . 4 
that others, who have 
the 
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| the ſame Notions with 
{ my ſelf, may receive 
from-'it the ſame fatisfa- 
Rion that I have d done. 

It is not now. as 
heretofore , w hen. he 
that. could write, or 
read his Name; was 
thought therefore fit to 
be a Pariſh- -Clerk : For- 
tunatus, and V alentine + 
! and Orſon, &c.. are no. 
| longer the Entertain- 
' ment of Men. Nay, 
” ſo ripe and pretending 
| Bs tne Af A ge, that 
- Wo-' 
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Women paſs their time 
in the beſt and ſolideſt 
Hiſtories. 
But tho many read, 
yetall do nor read with 
Judgment and Obſerva- 
tion. Therefore they 
may leaminreading this 
Book, inftructions how 
| to read and write too. 
| Nowto domy {lf 
ſome Right, I muſt in- 
geniouſly confeſs, there 
are ſome Paſſages, about - 
which I am not fully fa- 
tisfied, as about the Spar- 
_  trates 
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 tiatesandLacedemonians, 
tho? the Author has Po- 
Iybins on his fide. 
 -He has not doneju- 
ſtice to the World, in 
not mentioning ſome 
late Hiſtorians; Imean, 
amongſt the reſt, T hu- 
ann and Sleidan , who 
deſerve not to be paſsd 
over in ſilence. _ 
. It is notto be won- 
dred, that one of the 
Romiſh Church ſhould 
ſo ſharply cenſure the 

incomparable Fra Pao- 


b 


- wr S ; - > SN 6-3 F ®m_ 7 : 
D woe 4 % % » . p * 

a 4* - E Ce. Fn F ,- + Þ. " ] 
e Freface.:* IS 


Las cn him 
beyond their Argu- 
ments, and whoſe Ho--- 
neſty | was above their 
Calumny : But the Hi- 
ſtory of "the Council of = 
| Trent is ſufficient to 
maintain -that Author's |. 
Credit againſt all their 
Suggeſtions. 
As for the King of 
France's buſying "How. 
{elf about the 'T ranſla- 
ting of Geſar's Commen- 
taries, | mull beg the 
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w 'F The Prefice. 
7 -Aviticgh Pardon, if I 


EE cannot believe bit F 
| 4 That Monarch having 
©] | buſineſs enough of his 
{|| own, without medling 
[| | with Books. And, I am 
# | confident, had Henever 


| donemore than T ranſla- - 


it 4 E77//4 of that Book, He. 
J*| had never had the Name | 
I \| of Lows Le Grand. 


But, for theſe, and 


other ſuch Faults, Iwill 


| || leave every Reader to 


take the ſame 'Liberty 
towards him that he has 


ta- _. 
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taken with others. T's 
ſay the Truth, He that 
ſets up. tor a C __ 
offers - a' Challenge to 
the whole World : 
Therefore, not to be 
 remarkd upon, ts the 
laſt Aﬀront that can be 
put upon him. Butl 
| forget the Complaint I 
made of other Poole | 
| (cribling, while I thus 
far continue my own. 


Reader, accept this with 
the lame Mind that I of- 


ter 1 it; And fo Farewel. 


70. 


_—. 
—_ 


READER: 


Have neither ſo good an Os 

_ pinion of this Work, nor 

of my ſelf, as to prefix my 
Name to it , it being but 4 
rough Draught of the Manner 
' of writing Hiſtory , and that | 
.* made upen a curſory reading of 
Hiſtory. A Natural Difſts 
dence I harve of my ſelf, makes 
me fear , leſt Itapatience or 
Precipitation has ſnatch'd 
x ous 


Tor the Reader, r. 


out of my hands what could 1 nes 
ever remain too long with me, to. 


render it ſelf any way |: upporta- 


ble. But that I may not diſguſt 


the Publick too much, by repre: 
It enting the Preſent I Jore make 
it, roo mean and cheap: 1 
ſpall ingenuouſly confeſs, That 
this Work is a kind of Abridg- 
' ment of what has been written 
on that Subjea, by the greats 
eft Men of the firſt; and of the 


late Aoes ; That: it' is an Ex- 


tract of + what i is -_ reaſonable 


in Dionyſius Halycarnaſfz- 
us, in bis Anſwer toPompey, 
who ask'd bus Opinion of the 
Greek Hiſtorians , and, bis 
Cenſure upon their different 
Characters 3 : "That it. is a 


Copy, 


To the Reader. 
Copy © of what Lucian hat 


| thought moſt judicious in that 
- Admirable Treatiſe he made of 


the Manner of Writing 
HISTORY. I fine, 
That thoſe Opinions T1 give 
in this Diſcourſe , are not 


ſo much my own , 4s thoſe 


of Franceſco Patrici, in bit 


_ Dialogues of Gyrolamo 


Marucci , Agoſtino Maſs 
cardi, of Paolo Beni, Lews 
Is Cabrera, and others; Spa- 
niſh and Italian Moderns 
which have handled this 41gu 


ment. 


But, as perhaps , 1 have 


ſpoil d theis 1houghts by add- 


ing 'my own, 1 5 That 


1 do not make: it a Point of © 
" 7 Ho 
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Honour ©0 my ſelf, to per-. * 
| (a) Cum judi- [wade my Readers of it. (a)1 
| oſtendere, fu--do 110t tmpoſe Laws upon, them, - 
WE having neither. Tu iſdiftion nor 
 Fab.9-©4 Authority to do ſo ; they are, 
at the moſt , but Advices , 
which every one. may follow at 
his own Dilcretion : But , 
being far from pretending to 
inſtru& any body, by a Ti- 
tle which ſhall. ſeem vain to 
Modeſt Perſons, T would 
willingly * have all - the World” 
believe , that 1 am proug of 
receiving ' any Inftruction 
from others Por, if 1 bave 
not Wit and Learning ſuffi- 
cient, to be as Exact as. [0 
Important -2 Deſign -re- 
_ quires ; 1 hae Judgement 


| endvgh ; 


To the Reader. 
enoigh to .be fearful of my 
ſelf. But, that 1 may not take 
a Falſe Modeſty upon me , 
by ſuppreſſing my Name, I 
confeſs, that, in a manner, 
conceal my [elf out of Pride : 
For. I-am too” proud to ſhew 
my ſelf , being ſenſible , that 
m an Age ſo. Learned , and 
ſo full. of Criticks, 4s ours 
i , a Man bumbles himſelf , | 
whenever he ' takes up the 
Name of an Author. I 
effeft , their Rigour is ſo 
| great, that no Merit, how well 
ſoever eſtabliſhed , can eſcape 
" them . And it looks like a 
} Kind of Preſumption in «4 
| Man, to commit himſelf 0+ 
hen to the Judgement of 
5S.,. 4; 


\ 


T6 the Reader. 
tbe Publick , "which daily 


becomes more "rigorous ; and 
in an Age where Cenſure ; 


res no body. ' It # alſo 
owe That there is ſo - 
4 Wiſdom in not endeavour- 
ing to Jeem capable ; and 
that there is ſo much. good 
Senſe (hew'd_ in being Mo+« 
deſt , that. I could willingly 


have choſen to add , in thoſe 
places where 1 give my Opi- 


nion, the May be of A- 


riſtotle, and the It ſeems of 


Tully , to be leſs Afﬀfirma- 


. tive, and to ſpeak my Mind 


with "more Modeſty , conld 
that have ſuited with the 
Simplicity I uſe to ex- 


Plain my Kh Fa ; No a. 


To the Reader. 
| Man has any Meaſure of 
| Senſe, be will hardly £i0b 
hs. Opinion, in an Aye | 
over-run with Poſitiveneſs in 
all things, as Ours 1s , and then, 
 Wobe to him that offers to de- 
» fide, 
Therefore this Diſcourſe 
upon Hiſtory 4 no ways like . 
| that of Lucian's, who prai- 
fes. ood Writers only to des 
tratt from thoſe that write 
ill; hiding, under the Ap- 
l probation which be giVes to 
Good Authors, 4 cunning 
Satyr, the more to involve 
| the bad ones: That s not my 
Deſi gn, baving no Grudge a- 
gainſt any Man. I pretend ons 
by to _ ſenſuble Author's 


Eyes, 


_  TotheReader; 


Eyes, and ſhew thim , that 
they ought to” tremble when 


they go about writmg Hiſto- 


ry, which s ſo bard a thing to 


do well; and that- the Judg-" 
ment of *Dionyſius Haly-" 
carnaſſzus alone upon Thu- 
.cydides, ought to caſt a Ter 


ror n-all-Hiſtorian's Minds 
" that are wiſe. In* fine , to 


ſpeak one Word about this 


Work, after I have ſpoken of 


the Workman, Ideclare, that 


good ſenſe alone reigns more 


#1 thoſe Inſtructions, than the . 


Finefſes of Policy ; which is 
the thing curious men look moſt 


for in Hiſtory , Policy be-- 


: ing the Vainelt of all Scien- 


ces ; and that, good Senſe, 
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To the Reader. 
is the moſt univerſal and 


ſolid ground thereof. The 
Truth is, That I do not pree 


| tend to ſay all upon that mats 


fer, which no man can do: 


1 ſhall, perhaps, ſay more an» 


other time , if this be kindly 
receiv'd.. | 
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THE 
Modeſt Critick + 
OR, ; 
REMARK $S 
Upon the moſt Eminent 


HISTORIANS: 


HE Palate of this Age, it Th Defigh of 

' ſeems; grows very exqui- the Authors 
Y: ſite; tor in all things, for 
_ the moſt part, we attain. 
a good meaſure-of Senſe : We e- 
ſteem that which is Real and So- 
lid, and we can bardly now en- 
dure atiy thing thar is falſe or fri- 
volous. This is the Sentiment of 
all reaſonable People, who make 
the ſoundeſt part of them that pre- 
"end to judge, tho it be perhaps the 

lefler in number. | E 

_- But 
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But nothing ſhews that ripe- 
neſs of Judgment better than the 
Diſguſt People have now for Re- 

 mances, and any other thing that 
looks: like them ; ſo thar this love 
of Truth and Reafon, being a diſ- 
poſition to love Hiſtory, let us make 
uſe of ſo favourable a Conjun- 
Eture, to ſerve the Publick accor- 
ding to their Genius ; let us be- 
ſtow our pains in thoſe things that 
\ can make us perfe& in that Arr; 
and comprehending the excellence 
thereof, let us make our ſelyes ac- 


quainted with thoſe things that 
are needful to attain it : For, what 
Spirit is not requiſite for it ? and 
6 Ob what can we imagine finer than , 
(6) Pulchrum (5) Flory, which can do juſtice to 
amprimisvide« p7,,,,, be perpetuating the Memo- 
0 


| 3 ® a » 
na. Foe = ry of Noble A&ions? This is, in 


bus:#cerniras My mind, what can contribute to 
debearur: PL the Perfection, of which this kind 
þ 5-Epft. of writing' is capable, which will 
carry it above all other ( if that. 
love for Senſe which eſtabliſhes 
it ſelf can but continue ) in deſpite 
of the variety of taſts, which fan- 
6y and yanity endeayoux from time | 


7 & x 


a's of fine wit. 


«There is nothing hardet than to 


tay "oy preciſely which is the beſt 


way of writing Hiftory. Every 
one ought to follow that which he 
finds moſt.in Uſe in the Age where- 
in he writes, and that which is 
moſt coniformable to thoſe Peoples 
taſte to whom he writes. But, is 
this enough to pleaſe Poſterity ? It 
is a Judge ſtrict, ſevere, incorrup- 
tible, wha gives its approbation 
to true Merit only : Te us ſee 
then what we ſhall do to obrain 
its ſuffrage. When a man writes 
Nobly, Senfibly, Putely, Natura 
ng ; he pleaſes always in what 
anguage ſoever he writes. T hoſe 
arethe univerſal Principles, whick 
alone can fir every People's palate - 
for there are no other general 
Rules in the World; than thoſe 
of Reaſon and good Senſe. T bar 
1s the reaſon ”. Thucidides, Xeno= 
MS phon, 


_ "The Modeſt Critick. 
_ to'time to introduce thro falſe Ide- 


How to write 
Hiſtory: 


"T8 bw 2 . 75 & 


4. The Modlſt Critick, | 
' phon, Saluſt, Ceſar, Livy, Buchauans 
Mariana, and | others | like them, 
have always pleasd, though they 
wrote in Ages, and to Nations of 
a different genius: a man 1s ſure 


to pleaſe, if he writes as they have. 


writ. For, what Grandeur, what 
Judgment, what Clearneſs, and a- 


ove all, what Integrity ſhines 1n 
thoſe great men's Works! 
4 OW 8 
: NN 
|  Whattowriie You muſt then refolye to write 
 moblyis, nobly, if you deſign to write Hi- 


(c) Genus hoc ſtory. For, ©) from rhe moment 
icribendi inci- you ſpeak to all the world, and 
tarum 2tque . ro all Ages, you are cndued with 
4 e9ape elede- 1 Character which gives you au- 
quis 1g- , R . | 

norar? Cic. ad tNOrIty to raiſe your yoice, becauſe 
Famil, Eyiſt.7, then you ſpeak: to Kings, Prin» 
b.6. ces, and to the Grandees of all Coun- 

tries and of all Ages; and you be- 


(4) Addidir come, in ſome manner, the Ma-. 


Hiſtoriz ma- ſter and Inſtrufter of all mankind - 
Jorem ſonum (4) Nothing,: then, is more effen- 


vocis Antipa- ..: | | 
rer, CZ2teri non tlal to Hiſtory, than to adorn your 


EXornatores rerum, ſed rantummodo narratores fuerunt. Cic. 
l. 2. de Orat. _ | | 
Cy | __ dif: 
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The Modeſt Critick, 


diſcourſe with a lofty train, to 


ſpeak as you ought. As an' Hi- 
ſtorian quits the low and common 


ot his Expreſſion, he may an- 


wer the merit of thoſe things he 


has to ſay : let him uſe himſelf 
to think nobly, in eyery thing 
that paſſes through his mind : ler 
him ſtudy to give good weight 


to his _— and ſtrength to 
c IJ 


his diſcour by ſeeking with 


cate all that can elevate and en- _ 


'noble it, ro give a mark of great- 
neſs to all that he ſays. The Pat- 
terns of that kind of writing, are, 
amongſt the Greeks Thucydides, and 
Livy amengſit the Latins, "They 
are almoſt the only ones that have 
been able to keep up with an e- 


qual force and vigour, that great- - 


neſs of Style, without ſinking in 
Mediocrity and Lowneſs : and in 
that they have had but few Imi- 
tators. Herodotus has, by 1mita- 
ting Homer too much, tryed to raiſe 
his Style in places that requir'd 
elevation, as Longinus has taken 
notice. Tacitus, who for the moſt 

PERS part 
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Language, that ſo by the digni-_ 
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The Modeſt Critick. 
part is only great, becauſe he is 


thort, is not a very- good model - 


to poageh for the greatneſs of 
his Style is not natural at all, In 
ſhort, you muſt rake great care 
to diſtinguiſh a falſe greatneſs from 
me one. For, = 1s not i 
1gh terms, nor in lofty expreſ- 
ftons ; i; is not in the puffing of 


words, nor haughtineſs of the Dif- 


(e) Magna, 
hon nimia, 
ſublimis non ' 
abrupra, forts 


-- non temeraria, 


ſevera non tr1- 
Nis, gravis non 
tarda, lata non 
Iuxurioſa, ple- 
n2 n0Hh tum)- 
da. Fab. þ, 12. 
C19. 


courſe, that that nobleneſs of Style 
which Hiſtory requires, ought to 
conſiſt; in which Ammianus Mar- 
celliizus, Lampridius, and moſt part 
of the Hiſtorians of the low Em- 
pire have been deceived: It is in 
a high, but modeſt Expreſſion ; 
in a Diſcourſe capable of ſuſtaining 
the greateſt matters and raiſing the 
leaſt; Ir is, in fine, in that tem- 
per of greatneſs, which ©untillan 
attributes to true Eloguence. It is 
not enough for you to have Wit, 
(!) you muſt have a genius to write 
ſo, and to elevate what you ſay 
by the choice of Expreſſwns, and 
by the greatneſs of your thoughts. 
hat' gift 1s ſo rare, that if you 
ſeparate from the number. of fe 
_ fo- 
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ferians, thoſe that have not writ 
ſo, there will be but few true ones 
that will remain. . 


ITT. 


To write ſenſibly, is to hit a To write ſen« 


retly the thing you aim at, th /% 
what kind ſoever you write, with- 
out going from your Subje&,” or 
loling tune by the way : It is to ex- 
preſs things with a kind of Wiftom 
and Modeſty, not abandoning your 
ſelf to the heat of your Imaginati- 
0x, nor to the quickneſs of your 
Apprebenficn ;, that is, when you 


_ can ſuppreſs that which is ſuper- 


fluous in the Expreſſion, as thoſe 
Adverbs and Epithets which dimi- 
niſh things, as they expreſs thtem 
to let no we, raſtvid and uſeleſs 
thing remain in it - to cut off hand- 
ſomly, what is not fit to be ſaid, 
how firie ſoever it appears; to al- 
low ever leſs to fineneſs, than to 
Solidity ; not to ſhew Paffion or 
Hear, where only cold Blood and 
Scriouſnels are requir'd ; to exa- 

min 


> *. 
« BI 7 
b 


* bendus,.& 

| pondera fin- 
' gulorum CX- 
| aminanda. 

- Fab.l, 10. 
| Co 3. 


(2) Luc. de 
* confer, Hiſt, 


The Modeſt Critick, _ | 


| (fYDeletus min all your thoughts, 0) and meas 
| Verborum ha- 


ſure all your words, with that ex- 


- -aneſs of ſenſe, and that exquiſite 


Judgment, which nothing eſcapes, 
bur what is- exa& and Re 
It is, in fine, ro have Strength e- 
nough to reſiſt the temptation 
Men have naturally to ſhew. their 
Wir; @) as that Impertinent A: 
ſtorian, who in the Parthian oyer- 
throw by the. Emperour Severus 

makes Oſroes fly in a Den ſhaded 
with Lawrels and Myrtle, where- 
in he makes himſelf ridiculous, 
thinking -to be more agreeable, 
which 1s the moſt flippery ſtep an 
Author can fall upon. And that 
Spirit endued with Senſe, that 
wiſe Charatter which Hiſtory re- 
quires, 1s a kind of attendance up- 


'on ones. ſelf, which allows it ſelf 


no manner of Exaggeration, and 
which takes endleſs Precautions a- 
gainſt thoſe bold Imaginations ; 
which thoſe, whoſe Spirits are 
too quick or too fertile, are ſub- 
Jet to; that they may ſay few 
things in few words, as Saluſt does, 
who holds Councls , gives Battels, 

takes 


' The Modeſt Critick. © © 


takes Towns, conquers ” Kingdomesy _ 


with a compendiouſneſs of Dif 
courſe, and an overflowing Expreſ- 
fion , which -1s underſtood at half 
| Sentences. Tacitus has all the Senſe 
neceſſary to be ſhort ; but he has 
not enough on't to be underſtood. 
The Readers grow ſometimes im- 
patient in that Author's Precipita- 
tions, ' which loſes much of his 
agreeableneſs, and trying to com- 
pact in'too few words, that which 
ſhould have been more extended, 
falls into Obſcurity. . The defire 
he has of being too ſhort, angers 


me, becauſe of the ſmall Infirudti- 


ons he gives me-in things, which 
he does not unfold enough. Poly- 
bius and Appian ſometimes ſay too 
much ; there 1s a ſort of judicious 
filence , - which makes one com- 
prehend often the greatneſs of ,the 
things one ſpeaks of, better than 
any words, when they are too 
weak. It is a Maſter-piece for 
one to ſuppreſs thoſe things he 
cannot well ſay; and the great 
Diſcretion in an @Hiftorian, 1s to 
make a diſtintion of what __ 
| E 


/ 


———— 


be extended, or made ſhort, that 
ſo he may give to every thing the 
juſt meaſure it ought to have, to 
make it acceptable. For Livy, 
tho very large; is not tedious, be- 
cauſe he is a Man of Judgment, e- 
ven in his very Prolixity. Bur 
Thucydides, by ſticking too cloſe 
to Senſe, ſometimes falls in a kind 
of hardneſs and dryneſs, which 
one would hardly forgive him, was 
It not: for the pureneſs and noble- 
neſs of his Style. So difficult it is 
to Write very ſenſibly, without 1o- 
ſing ſomewhat of the agreeableneſs 
which one might employ, if he 
had a lefler Wir. Burt ler an Au- 
thor imprint well in his Mind, 
that the greateſt Ornament of bis 
Work, is always good Senſe ; all 
the reſt wearies one, but Senſe 
neyer tires. *T'was the good Senſe 
of Philip de Comines, made him juſt- 
' ly deſerve the eſteem and appro- 
bation of our Age, in deſpight of 
the bad and ill-digeſted Language 
he wrote in. But of all Modern 
Hiſtorians , none has written more 
ſenſibly chan Mariana in his Hiſto- 
Tl ry 
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ſelf in thoſe that are not ſo. And 


xy of Spain. It is the Maſter-piece 
of the laſt Ages for that quality a- 
lone. In all that Work a Genius 
appears, which keeps him always 
from neglefing himſclf in choice 
Points, and from abandoning him- 


this judicious equality, which that. 
Author always obſerves, tho the 
matters he treats of be never ſa un- 
equal, is little known to- our late 
Hiſtorians, But the Art of thinking 
ſenſibly ' of _ , 1s not ſufficient 
unleſs he has alſo that of expret(- 
{ing them purely. 


IV. 


An Hiſtoriav, who thinks to com- Towrite purely. 
mend his Book to future Ages, (+) Hiftorico 
muſt think of @) writing pure- fermoni de- 
ly. Without that adyantage, an NY 
Hiſtorian will be but ſhort liv'd. }roprieratace 
For want of () purity of Style, ſo verborum. 
many Greek and Latin Hiſtorians, Bend. hib, 2. da. 
of whom Photius, and the other G4 ho? 

. | Quid ram 
Library-keepers, have made men-. gecefarium 
tion, have periſl'd in the gene- quamreRa los 
ral ſhipwrack of ſo many —_— _ Fab, 

| and * ** 


TONY 


—_ The Modeſt Critick. SON 4 
and that, of a number almoſt in- 


(&) Cura ma- finite, of. whom (&k) Yoſus ſpeaks, 


x uma" none remain, hurt thoſe that have 
ſed diflimula- Writ reaſonably enough -to deſerve: 


tio curz prz- to be read. You muſt nor then 
cipua. 9. pretend to write Hiſtory, unleſs 
C: 4+ | 
you very well know the Lan- 
guage you inrend to write in, and, 
cxcept you write purely. For, as 
ſoon as-your deſign 1s to inſtruct, 
you ought to think how to expreſs 
your ſelf neatly, that you may be 
underſtood; for when. a man- 
ſpeaks well, eyery one 1s willing 
to hear him: beſides, one that 
ſpeaks ill, never ſpeaks any thin 
C/) Nihil eſt right; (9) and that clearneſs, which 
in Hiſtoria, 5; the greateſt charm in Hiſtory 
- pura & illuſtri : hag 
revitate duj. Can 011y be found in a pure Style. 
cius. Cic. in T bat purity conſiſts chiefly in the' 
Brut, ' propriety of words ; in the natu- _ 
ral ordering of the phraſes, and in 
the wiſe and moderate ule of f1- 
gures. The ſtyle ought not to 
Gn) In Sen- have any thing (7) improper , 
rentia nihil ſtrange, bold, hard, creeping nor 
abſurdum, aut obſcure. Heradotrs has that puricy 


aitenum, aut REEs bp 57 
ſabinſulſum; in verbis nihil'inqujnacum, abjetum, non aptum, 


durum, longe petitum, Cic. de op. gen. orat, | 
af 
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of ſtyle, and has excelled in it, 
above all other Grecians, as Ceſar 
above all-the Latins. The WW irs 
of the following Ages grew ruſty, 
and retain'd little of the purity 
of the Ancients. But Quintus Cur- 
tins, thinking to appear more 
liſh'd, has loſt ſomewhat of that 

great and majeſtick grace, which @) oo debet 
becomes Saluſt and Livy ſo well. Jt Uiquam ubt 
is true that: he flouriſhes ſome ram momenta 
places too much; as for example, verſantur, 
the Deſcription of the River I_ eſſe 
Marſyas, in the beginning of the | 7c RO 
chic ook; The Adventure of 1; 5. RE 
Abdolonymus, who, from a Gardi- & margaritis 
ner, became King, in the fourth quz ſunt.Or- 
Book: Of the liege of Tyre, and ena my 
of a great many others, where it Fran : 
appears an affectation of Eloguence Viri, nec ha- 
little becomming rhe Gravity of virus trium- | 
Hiſtory, which can bear nothing Pi © -——Pro 
that 1s affected. . Indeed, thar purt- PIR 9 rag 
ty of Elocution ſo neceflary to cer, Fab. L111. 
Hiſtory, ought to be ſupported by © 1- 

a grcat deal of Senſe. For, (#) Ornarusom- 
nothing is more fulſome than E- (4 "am te 
loguence-, when empty of things, cui adhiberur 


and which fays nothing. It hap- conditione 


- 
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Simplicity. 


6) S1 oratlo 
mg. 
tiam fimplicis 
& inaffeQati 

' coloris, per- 
derer& fidem. 
Fab. l. 9. @ 4s 
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 oreat Subjects, diminiſhes its great- 
_ of the Indies- by Maffeus, and in 


fimite leaſt, and athat the fineſt 


proportionate. | f 


To write with 
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s that, ſometimes, | purity of 
iſcourſe. too much ſtudied in 


neſs; as it appears in the Hiftory 


the wars of Flanders by. Cardinal 
Bentivoglio. The one and the ©- 
ther have, ſtudied too much how 
to pleaſe by the Politcneſs of the 
diſcourfe, -not remembring, that '- 
Beaurys that are ſprucely attir'd 


ornaments diſguite a thing, when- 
ſoever they are exceffive and dif- 


V. | 7 | 


You ate alfo obliged to write 
with fimplicity, to avoid that Pom 
pous and that affected Air, which | 
are both ſo contrary to that Cha- - 
rater which is requird in Hiſtory: MW 
becauſe, whatſoever is great, ccafes - 
to be ſo as ſoon as it 1s ſtripd of - 
that ſimplicity; and that which 
1s pure and great too, receives 
an acceſhon of greatneſs, and be- i. 
corhes lofty, (2) Nothing alfo in- ' | 

Be HET. . ſtruts, 


” 


Natr 
egg 
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. + 'Plauſe, more than that fimplici- 


ſtruts, and gets the publick- ap- 


Fd of Style, ſo beloved of the 
ncients, 'and ſo little known b 

the Moderns. | All that which 1s 
exaggerated, 'feems falſe; and 
which you ought to have 
- obje, delights not in 
impertinent flouriſhes. Bur that 
you may cxaaly underſtand thar 
ſiimplicity which is fo neceſſary 


.to a' great Style; you muſt con- 
fider that there are three forts of 


it; A ſimplicity in words, as that 
of Ceſar; a fimplicty in the 
Thoughts, as that of Saluſt, 2 


ſimplicity in the Defrgn, as that of 
 Thucydides, ſo much valued by 


(?) Dionyſius Halicarnafſews., 
- The Maderns, which have come 
the neareſt to thar Characer, are, 


amongſt the French, Phillip de Com- | 


mines; Guichardin amonglt the Hta- 
Gans, Buchanan in Scotland , Mariana 
amongſt the Hoon ; the Sreat- 
eſt part of rhe reſt, feek only 
to maintain themſel 


naments of Diſcourſe, when they 
have 


de Thucydide. 


ves by the 
Purity, Policeneſs, and other Or- 
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have.not a i great enough to 
attain that ſimplicity; and they 
diſguiſe the Truth', when: they 
want ſtrength to ſhew. it naked. 
Happy is the Man that can attain... - 
it, when he makes writing his 
\Buſineſs ; ,thoſe that are Serine 


- 
L b” 


may underſtand it, at the ſactime 

that the intelligent are charm'd 

with it. Bur nothing is harder to. 
get, than that plain and natural 
way, which makes the ſimplicity 
of the Style. A Genius cxtraor- 
dinary is requir'd to expreſs things 
clearly, without dropping into a 
b.- low and ' cold ſtyle. For at the 
= 7. _  ſametime that you endeavour af- 

; ter ſimplicity , you ought to dread 

nothing more than flatneſs: What | 

is then, that admirable ſtmplici- |, 

ty, which is the higheſt perfeQt-. 

| - on of a great work, and wherein 

| (49 Homerus qofs it contiſt? (9) It is to make uſe 
Jew curd ani. Only of the:moſt common and Fe- 
mi jucundira- teſt words, but they muſt always 
te, propriam, be full of a grear ſenſe, as that 
carenem' lu- Prince do's, to whom Homer gives 


 perfluis elo- 


| 9p Menelas dedir, quz ſunt virtutes generis primi. Fab. 
. I 2s Co I0s b 


a bricf 


\ a brief Eloquence, Spe, pro- "I 
per, without ſuperfluity. C) It is (r) Expanere | 
to think and ſpeak juſt what you f1piicter i 
| have to ſay; and to think; without 75 24 ExXOt-, 
giving too much quickneſs to your /, 2.4e Invent: 
expreſſion, as Strada do's; and with- 
out. giving roo great a brightneſs 
to your thoughts, as Gretius did. 

k is to have your Sentiments ordi- 
nary and natural, not. making {6 
many Arguments and Reflections , 
as Dazila in his Hiſtory of the 'T rou- 
bles : for as ſoon as you argue'ſo 
much, it is ho more Nature that 
ſpeak's, tis Art and Study - and - | 
thoſe diſcourſes ſo labonr'd, fmelt (5) Non dice: 
of the Schools. (5) It is not-eo mix re ornatius _ 
more Ornament in your diſcourſe 94m fimplex 


than the modeſty of the truth can ge ws 


bear. It is to expreſs that natural 9 oar. 
and free air of (*) Xenophon; which (r) Xenophontis 
no imaginable atiteation. can at- iam ſucundi- 
tain. Ir is, in fine, to poſſeſs that "em natecs | 
marvellous talent of paring off quja a8: craric 
the ſuperfluous part' of. the Diſ- conſequipo « 
courſe, -of which Phecian was fo fit, upiz fer- 


ot" "Hl"; "el I8 Bs ſi _ monen Grati# 
excellent a maſter ; of whom, 11m ran et on 


: f I Ly » om "TI 4 
/ be. 


pleas he was, Demoſthenes was WONT ancar. Fa6;h  - - 


to ſay, when he ſaw him aſcend. 10.c:i, 
=® the 
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(x) Hermog. 
.2. de Ideis. 


' The Modeſt Critick © 
the Tribunal, as his Antagoniſt, 
(») Here's the ſword which is going 
to cut off all the ſuperfluity of my words. 
That you may well cſtabliſh that 


Charatter, which, beſides a-grear 


ſtore of Wiſdom and good Senſe, 
requires much exerciſe and a great . 
deal of Meditation ; you mult a- 
void the uſe of thoſe Authors whoſe 
imagination is too full, that you 
may nor fall in that torrent of 


falſe thoughts, boundleſs expreſ- 


hons, and thoſe confufions which 
have but a glance of good ſenſe, 
mo which you will cafily fall, 
if you have not an exaCt Senſe 
and an equal Spirit. You muſt - 
— to your ſelf no. other rule 
of that manner of writing, bur the - 


Ancients. And, among thoſe, you 


muſt make choice of them which 
have moſt of this ſimplicity. (*) Her- 
mogenes propounds Theocritus and 


- Anacreon for ' great Patterns of it: 


and indeed nothing is opener and 
freer than what they have writ. 
Herodotus ſeems to Longinus too 
bold. Dionyſwms Halicarnafſeus finds, 
that Thucydides, tho-a great Maſter 

ER; 
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, bf that Simplicity, loads ſome of 
| * his Relations with too much of 
the matter of faft. Xenopbox and 
Palybius moralize too much, and 
often hinder the ſtream of Hiſtory 
| by their Refleftions, Diodorus St- 
calus mixes too much Learning in 
his Diſcourſes:  Plutarch may go 
for a gteat original of that fimpli- 
city we look after : for every thing 
he ſays reliſhes of 1t; Livy ſeems 
. Not to me more agreeable by all 
his other great qualities than by 
that. The ſtream of his Hiſtory 15 
like that of a great River which 
floweth majeſtically, as that of 
Tacitus reſembles a deep and fwel- 
ling River, ſubje& to oyerflow- 
| Ings: heneyer keeps a tenour in 
his thoughts; but often is 1immo- 
defate in his expreſſions for want . 
of this fimplicity. Mariana is one 
of the moſt accompliſt't among 
the modern Hiſtorians, becauſe he 
regards it moſt. For the fimplicity 
of Style cannot be found in greaf 
Subjeas, without being accompa- 
nied with” greatneſs and  noble- 
ncfs. Thoſe are the qualities front 
| & 2 whence 
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whence that firſt' ground which 
_ Hiftory requires ariſe, and. which - 
we may, in a manner, call the 
firſt Elements of that beauty which 
it muſt have, and which ought co 
reign more in the mind, and in 
. all the Charadter of the Hiſtorian, 
than in his Style and in his Dif-. 
courſe. Here are the other qua- 
lities which muſt be added to him 
to make him perfe&t, which I 
rouch ſuccin&ly,without any other 
order; than that in which they 
ane] themſelves to my mind. I 
gin with the Matter and 'the 
Form, that is to ſay, with that 
which is moſt effential to Hiſtory. 


VI. 


The Matter in  T'be Matter fir to exerciſe the 
Hiflory, © Art of an Hiſtorian is a vaſt field, 
fince it extends it ſelf to all the 
()Inrebus Adtions of men, iz. Peace, War, 
magnis, me- Councils, Negotiations, Ambaſſes, 
| —_— Intrigues, and all the ſeveral-Ad- 
verfari. Cic. de VERLUTes Which may happen in this 
Orat, 1,2, life, O) Cicero requires two quali- 
TIE. | tics 
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The Modeſt Critick, 'oT 

ties 'in the matter of an Hiſtory. 2 
(x) That rhey may be great things, (x) Hiſtoriam 
and ſuch as may be fit to be made aflueram diF : 
publick. None has explain'd ber- currere per 
ter what choice an Hiſtorian ought Rog 
to make of. his Subject, than Dio non humitium 
ayſuus Halycarnaſſeus, in the Pre- minutias inda- 
face of his Hiſtory, and in his 8recauſarum, | 

udgment upon Thucydides, where —_— _ 

e prefers the choice which Hero- —- 
dotus has mide of his Subje& to 
that of Thucydides, for the: reaſons 
which he brings. But, as falſe- 
hood often reſembles T ruth, it re- 
quires a great deal of diſcretion 
and ſagacity, to make an exact 
diſtinction of it, to: unriddle rhe 
true motives of . important Afi - 
ons, from their colours and their 
pretexts, and to chooſe your Ar- 
gument wiſely, which may become 
curious and fine by the circum- 
ſtances well lay'd together, and by 
the order wherein you muſt re- 
duce that which is too wide and 
far diffusd, by reſtraining it with- 
in the natural extent of thoſe Ii- -. 
mits it ought to have. When it is 

fo reduc'd, let the Hiſtorian render 
"A yw -” him- 


E - quibus dubito, 


 - - The Modeſt Cetick, 
himſelf Maſter of it by a deep Me- 
diration upon his SubjeQ, which 
he ought intirely ro underſtand, 
(4) Equidem (4) Bur ler him alſo be ſo cxaQt 
non affirmare and religious, as never to abuſe the 
ſuſtineo3e, Credit of the Publick, by giving 
necſubducere 1s own Conjectures for truth, or 
-  guzaccepi. certain things for doubtful ones. 
\ Cwt.hg, Lethim aſcend, as much as in him 
| lies, to the Spring of the Inſtru- 
ftions he ſhall bave given him, to 
make a juſt diſtinftion- of them. 
Ler him never aſſure things upon 
common Repotts, of which the 
Authors are always uncertain. Let 
him deliver them upon very ſiire 
Memoirs, and upon very faithful 
Relations. Lee him nor abandon 
* bhimſelftoo raſhly to the Hiſtorians 
which have been before him, leſt 
he ſhould loſe his way by follow- 
ing ill Guides. Let him make a 
reat difference between thoſe Re- 
ations that. are intereſted, or fuſ- 
pected of Prejudice, and thoſe that 
are not ſo. Let him always have 
a care. of the Partialities of thoſe 
which furniſh him with Memoirs, 
_. becauſe preoccupation can never 
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make but falſe H; ſtories. Herodotus, 


( whoſe Hiſtory (t) Ti ully cond mins ( b) Apu 4 He. | 1 


rod»tum ſunt 


as fabulous | J wrote: only upon ill innumerabiles J 
Memoirs,, . as Foſephus pretends. fabutz. 1, 1. de | 


(©) Thucydides, who had a mind to Leg. 

mend himſelf by avoiding that (c) Mercellin. 
fault, confines himſelf to the Hiſtory 
of his Time, not truſting any bedy, 
in writing only -what he had ſeen, 
or what he had learn'd from Peo- 
ple worthy to be belicv'd, and 
from Memoirs, which he collec- 
ed with great expences, not only 
' from the Athenians, bur alſo from 
_ the Lacedemonians, that he might 
be inform'd of both Parties. Xeno- 
phon, Polybius and Procoptus, have 


done almoſt the-ſame thing. Dis F | 


Caſhus i confeſſes in his Hiſtory, thar 
he had been tcn.years in prepa- 
ring the matcrials. (4) Petrarch af- (4) Saluftius 


- . 4r:.. maraa'tranſ. 
ſures us,that Saluſt went into Afr ca, greſſus dicitur, * 


Th : a 
C =o 
* 
. 5 "3b 


+ W* 


in vita Thucyd, 


that he himfelf might obſerve ur oculis ſuis - 


the Situation of the Places he-was crederer de 

to ſpeak of in his Hiſtory of the ny": 
War of Jugurtha, not being willing ,250m"m Be 
to truſt any other than his own 

eyes. For it 1s very important to 

be well affur'd of the ground you 
Hg Write 


| 


PORE=7 | — 


HE XD a 


Ee The Modeſt Critick. 


Write upon. Lucian makes the 

Hiſtorian of his Time pals for a 

tool, who wrote the War of Arme- 

nia upon - common reports., hay- 

F ' Ing never. ſcen any body who had 

| __ been .in Sy, where the Battel 

Ce) Finſe.in was fought: And (*) Yopiſcus took 

prztic. HY/ _ the reſolution to write the Hiſtory 

i of the Emperour Aurelian, only 

upon the affurance' that Zumus 

Tyberianus, Miniſter of State, gave 

him, to furniſh him with good 

Records. But it is not enough to have 

had a ſhare in the Tranſa@tions 

of affairs; there is alſo great need + 

of an Excellent Spirit to deliver 
OE ilikne for thee Galith 

7 lh, - Polibins lays, that Calliſihenes 

(1 _—_ | was cye ed of the Action be- 

ps tween Darws and Alexander, when 

he gain'd the ſtraits of Ciicra:- yet 

' for all that, there are a great many 

very groſs crrors in the Deſcrip- 

tion of that important Expedition, 

and all becauſe he was ignorant 

, of the Art of War, and of the or-. 

der which was obſerv'd in Battels 

in thoſe Days. You muſt then, 

« above all rhings, be yery ſure of 

os your 
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your Matter, which ſhall neyer be 
wanting to thoſe that have Wit: 
but you may want aflurance, if 
you do not well diſcern the things 
you relate. How-many falſe Me- 
moirs are found , becauſe they are 
ſpoil'd by People thar were inter- | 
cſted ? though nothing is more com- 
mon. than Materials for Hiftory, 
by reaſon that every thing 'may 
ſerve to it: We may ſay allo, that 
| nothing 1s ſcarcer than a ſufficient 
aſſurance of them to fit them for 
if: and it is hardly found, becauſe 
Prejudice occurs every where. (2) 
Boccaline upon that Subje&t de- 
ſerves your eſteem, when he ad- 
viſes you to write nothing bur 
what you have ſeen, and not to 
make it publick before you dye. 
That way your ſure. of what 
You tay, and there is no prejudice ., 
againſt it. Bur, take care above all 
things, to chooſe great SubjeQs, 
which can ſubſiſt upon their own 
ſtock : a great matter gives luſter 
- and weight to your words; and Art 
muſt play in ſmall Subjects, and 
ſupply their weakneſs, 
"oe V11, 


— 


Ce) Boccal, © 
in Raggual, di 


Parnaſſo. 
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VII. 
The Form, which ought to be 


given to Hiſtory, is that which s |} 
moſt eſſential” to it. Ir is that - 


which makes it Great or Litcle, 
and it is that from whence you 
take the Author's genius. You 
muſt then have an exalted Spirit, 
capable of great Idea's, if - you 
will write well; 'that fo, becom- 
ing a Maſter of your Subjet, you 
may give your Matter what Form 
you pleaſe. Ir is upon that Mo- 


del that Livy gives to his _ _ 
— 


a charater of greatneſs, whic 
beyond all other Hiſtorians, by 


giving to all the Subjefts he treats _ 


of, the colours their ground is ca- 
Pable to reccive. Thus he gives to 
the laſt Kings of Rome all the Pride 
that an abſolute Authority inſpir'd 
them with ; He changes the Spirit 
of the Commonyealth, by the aultere 
Virtue of the firſt Conſuls, by the 
Populary Motions of the Tribunes, 


by the auſterity of the Goyernment 


of the Decenwirs; by the lazy Deli- 


Cat 
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cacy of the laſt Conſuls ; that he 
diſtinguiſhes cach Age by the Geni- 
us which has bcen ,predominant 
1n it, not confounding the different 
motions of that genius with the 
different circumſtances of Times, 
which dort'reſemble one another, 
and thar he ſuſtains himſclf always 
\. the great Images: he gives of 
the things he treats of. Tacitus to 
the contrary, gives almoſt to all 
_ his Marters the ſame form: all is - 
done there by Policy; the People 
he ſpeaks of, have always a Spiric 
higher than others, Ir is not their 


_ - Spirit which makes them. move; 


tis that of the __ = hay- 
ing 2 ſpirit too compacted, gives (4 7,periu 
aiways the ſame Air to his expreſ. Cn anc | 


fions, and the ſame rurn to . his <jus arroganti= - , 


choughts: all things reſemble one 37 inrrolpe- 
another. - Policy 1s flill made the mn ens, 
cauſe and the reſulr of all things. (6) terrima fibi 
Tf Auguſtus on his death-bed choſe gloriam quz+ 
- one to ſucceed him, he appoint- rome Tactr. 
h | p . t. Annal. 
ed an Emperour worſe than. him- (5) nyateta 
felf, on purpoſe that he might in abfardam 
be mourn'd for. If (5) Tyberims adulationem 
made Piſo Goyernour "of Syria, p"Fgms 
: | wy EO; 
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*twas only to make him a Spy to 
. Germanicus, by whom Egypt had 
been govern'd, and whoſe glory 
2 he did envy, Dolabela's flatteries 
=. diſpleasd him, becauſe they were ' 
[ © _ roo courſe.  (k) If he baniſhes 
E -- —_ ro Sylla, *tis becauſe he thinks his 1t- 
F. nium catti- lence a wiſe diffimulation. Thar 
dumque fimu- Emperour's modeſty; is nothing 
lacorem inter- bye a hidden Ambition ; his fa- 
_ -— __ VOurs are only ſnares; this mode- 
T- ration is nothing bur pride, and his 
Religion is nothing but grimacc. 
He reckons it a ſtgn of the God's 
diſpleaſure, that Sejanus ſhould be- 
come Fayorite of 'the Emperour, 
and be raiſed to be a Miniſter of 
State. Arruntius poifons himſelf _ 
our of Policy, that he might not. 
fall into the hands of a maſter 
more brutiſh than Tyberius. -He 
finds an agreeableneſs even in the 
Emperoyr  Claudiuss folly, and a * 
grcat deal of Wir in the debauches 
© (1) Tempori- 2nd brutifhneſs of Nero. 0) Some: 
* bus Neronis fa- Of the Blockheads of that Age and 
| picntiaproin- Rezgn, he repreſents as men of re- 
1 i. ful. find Prudence. In fine, all the 
33 characters reſemble one another; 
Nature 


> at Ra Mie 
ae en EP Re 
MY ES 2 I rn 


te Ed ea NE, OG BIS hae; Ld ak le Was IEEE Ei bi CS Eat © i CEN Wo 
bias I, 2 2 OX NEE IL-4 a en ES to "oF Dy } - W722 x "9 bas : J - 
: e£ To SCE WR FS. Sus 9704 bs R > Y » 
SEES. WY -S. NE: ; 
i , * oy _ p 6 
Pe 1Vi0ae ziHic | 
- C f CY - 


Nature has no ſhare in any thing, 
her Sentiments are always forc'd, 
and every where it 1s the ſame ( 
genius, which reigns by the im- 
preffion of the Aiſtorian's Wir, 

and. which has* no great variety. 

Mariana runs on with a fuller .ca- 

reer. The' Romans, the Carthagini- 

ans, the Chriſtians, the Arabians, the 

"Moors, the Mahometans, make every 

one their Figure. The Wit of the 

Author mingles ar ſelf only with q 
rhe other Spirits, to diſtinguith - 4 
chem according totheir characters, - : 
opening always ſome new way as 
different as the Subjedts he treats 
of requiress We may ſay alſo, 
that among the Moderns, no Hi- 
ſtory 1s greater for its form than 
that of Mariana. - 2 


I . 


| Romance only pleaſes, Hiſtory iti- The Endof 
ftru&s : This is the eſſential diffe- Hytory. 
Tence berween them ; this ha- 
Ving no other end, than the in- 
EY - ftru& 


mn - 


> 3 —, The Modeſt Critith 1 
IH Gn) Alig in firudting of the Publick, (=) For; 
- © Hiſtoria leges og it is not compil'd -only for 
3 ng che preſent ;. its aim ought not to 
” mare; illaad be limited to the time, which paſ- 
| veritatem ſes away, but to Poſter: 5 which | 
— guzers 12 is Everlaſting. What folly were | 
| | Axionemre. If 12 a Man, that ſhould think of 
ferripleraque. Bothing but diverting the People 
Cic.1. de legibs of the Age .he lives in, when he 
$ ' may become uſeful to all Ages? 
| (a) © pulchra Thoſe are the Reaſons (n) Luciar 
— Mapars, u# yſes, ro oblige art Hiſtorian to think 
tiones V1- tx . A 
rardque bene Of nothing bur of bring uſeful, by 
formarac di- Tuling the Hearts. and Minds of 
figit. Tacit, Men by the Inſtruftion he gives 
Am. 1.3. them. They are deceiv'd, he lays, 
who pretend that Hiſtory can be 
divided into two parts, the Uſeful 
and Agreeable ; for an Hiltorian 
. ought to haye no other proſpect; 
.than the profit People draw trons 
a ſincere and true Narration. If 
E- he intermix ſome thing 'that is 
be agreeable, he ought not to corrupt 
E.. the Truth, but rather ro embelliſh 
it, and make it the more accepta- 
ble. And, to juſtifie his Opinion, 
he ſhews the extravagant way of the” 
Haſtorians of his Age, which made 
| them- 
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themſelves ridiculous by follow- 
ing other Principles. (os) Herodotus (0) Gracis hi- 
ſought how to pleaſe thoſe -of rhe ſtoriisplerum- 
Age he wrote in, bur his Sinceriry 3M Pace” 
was ſo run down in the following centia. Fak. 
Ages, that it (p) made the Sinceriry /. 2. c.4- 
of the Greek Hiſtorians be ſuſpetted (2) Erquic- 
in Quintilian's T'ime. Photius makes CR 
' mention ' of an Hiſtorian, which men. 
chought that his ſaying incredible uv. Sat. 10. 
things made him n &: more accep- 
table. - And (4) Seneca complains, (4) Quidam 
that in his Time there were Hiſto- mcredibiliuar 


rians who pretended to make them- ©/atu com- 


mendationenr | 


ſelves famous by their fabulous cum: & 

Narrations. T his was always plea- I c&orem ali- 
fant to the People who delight in' ud afturum, fr 
FiQions-; bur not to Men of Senſe Pr quotidia- 


duceretur, 
and Honeſty, who love Truth on- je huence anger, 


ly. In the following Ages, the rant; & opus 
| A _— _ _ 8: we _ wok 
o many Fabies, that tne oy i 
the crejaeſ part of the Griek Eto PRO up, 
rians of their Age, by the fancy ſperferinr.Sems 
then in faſhion, of mingling ſur- 4 7. queſt. Nat- 
priling Adventures 1a all their Re- 

tions : they thought the only:way 
to pleaſe the People, was to ſay in- 
credible things, The ſame Spirit 

| pe - 12- 
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which isthe cauſe why the Accounc 


we have of thoſe Times by the By- | 


2antine Hiſtory, is not the. ſureſt in 
the World, the Authors of -it not 
ſeeming very exact ; and when an 
Author writes-by their Memoirs, 
he ought to take great Precautions 


People believe him, becauſe the 


_ leaſt falſhood ſpoils all , and con-_ 


verts Truth into a Fable. Even 

| _ the trueſt things ought not to. be 
told, when they appear incredible 

. or extraordinary, unleſs you. give 

*em an appearance, or, at leaſt, a 

colour of Truth... It is whac Thu- 

cydides does : and, though he ſaw 

Herodotus in fo great an eſteem, 

. that the names of the Muſes were 

given to his Books, he chought of 

D, nothing but of ſpeaking the Truth; 
(r) Lucian. de Without minding to pleaſe the 
- - conſer. Hiſt, People. (?) T had rather, ſaid he, 
(4) Utilicarem pſegſe by. telling Truth, than be plea- 
Juvandi P#- (".'t in telling Tales: becauſe, if 1 be 


__ " tulerunt gra- 


tiz placend!. not pleaſant, [ may be uſeful 4 and per- 
 Plin. pref. Hiſt. haps, I might do hurt in being agreea- 


Nat.de Thucyd. ble, (5) Be-then ſtrongly perſwa- 
ne, - oa bo 


againſt ſo falſe an Idea, to make. | 


| 
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© The-'Modeſt Critith 

ded, that nothing is fine iti Hiſtory, 
but that which 1s real; and that, 
Truth being its greateſt Ornament, 
an Hiſtorian that will pleaſe, ought 


% 


ro ſpeak erue, - 


I ON + © 


Truthibeing- the only mean by That Truth i 
which Eiſtory can ſurely inſtruct, # 
Truth ought to make the chicfeſt 7} 
Rule of Hiſtory, as your Hiſtory ; 
ought to be the ground of People's howit is to be 
Belief. But where is it to be found 2 found; 


I there any thing in the World 


more hidden than Truth ? For, 


beſides the Clouds ſhe 18 common= 
ly encompaſgd with, which ren- 
bes her ſometimes nnacceſſible, ſhe 
is wrap'd up with all the Diſguiſes 
men's imaginations are capable of. 
And if the ordinary ignorance of 


| ſhort-ſighted Writers is an obſtacle 


to the knowledge of T ruth; their 
little ſincetiry, nay, .theit fabu- 
lous' way, 4s 2 far, greater. For 
how often do we give wrong Judg- 
ment, through talſe Idea's which 
ariſe from our Paſhon, Intereſt; of 


% 


e only mean 
rough which b 
iftory comes tg © 
ts end; and 
2 
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Prejudice, which Error or Opiniott | 
are-wont to inſpire Men's minds? 
In fine, Truth being of a nature ſo 
unknown to Men, either through 
her own obſcurity, or through the 
, weakneſs of their Underſtanding, 
or for' want of application ; there 
.1s nothing harder than to make 
her known tro the Publick with- 
| our defacing her. And, as fhe 1s 
- continually corrupted, and even 
prophan'd,: through the baſeneis 
_- of her Adorers, the moſt part of 
the Hiſtorians being commonly Pen- 
{1oners of Courts: You ought to | 
ſet your felf above hope or fear, as 
ſoon as you meddle with writing, 
. that you may always dare to fa) 
the "Truth: Bur, it-is not enoug 
ro have a mind to ſay it, you muſt 
allo. make your ſelf able, by feek- 
ing tt in 1ts pureſt original, by 
ſcarching the Gloſers of the Learr- 
ed and curious,” and by conſulting 
the Inſtructions of thoſe who have 
had a ſhare in bulinefſes, to unra- 
vel whar has been moſt myſterious 
_ inthe moſt priyate intrigues. 


You, 


Fi 


Wb. ERS FB 4 as... te Bo. hs 


t TIT wW 


=> OQ 


- and that they on/ghe not anger the Ann. 


dy Men in general; to dilcover | 
their Spirit, to diye into their Sc- 
crets, to-know the greateſt weak- 
neſs of their hearts, to penetrate - 


their very thoughts, that you may | 
not impoſe falſe, ofies upon them — 


and to judge of them by thoſe na- 

tural and unforeſeen | Motions, 

which flip. from them without 

their notice; That way you may 

diſcover the true ſentiments of the 

Soul; the heart having no ſpare 

-time to obſetye it {elf and to pur 
on a diſguiſe: for as ſoon as; it re- ©) 4er7tpimne 
fledts, it forces it ſelf; as © Tacitus hag 
obſeryes in Agrippa, and in Odtama mentis emi- 
Siſter ro Britanmeus, - For, in the cuir, quam- | 
moment. that the poiſon which Y'5 yuitu pre- 
Nero fent him at the Banquet at memo 
which he died, {eis d his Spirits ; rugibus annis, 
Oftavia, as well as Agrippina ſhew's dolorem, cha- 


Confternation in their taces: But, 'arem, attee- 
| tus Onmes a2- 


as Octavia thoughr 40) matry Nero, ſcondere didi-' _ 


and Agrippind his Mother, a Wo- cerar. ita poſt 
man naturally proud; had a mind vreve filenti- 
to Reign, upon a politick Account 7M rebennts. 
they refunrd their Countenance yz (54-7 7 
= 2 tia. Tacir ld. 15 
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TT - The Modeſt Critick. 
| You muſt, aboye all things, {ti- 


”— 6 " - I 
« 
th - 
3 5 | 
* 
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- 
be 
w-, 


Emperour,who was making ſure-of 
. his Kival tothe Empire, they force 
their Sentiments, hidetheir Sorrows, 
and continue their Supper with 


as if nothing had paſsd of thar 
kind. There is a great Spirit in 
that Author, whole delign is, to 
give an exact knowledg of thoſe 
whoſe Hiſtory he writes. But, our 


| that, and that is the reaſon why 
EF —— we have ſo few. true. Hiſtorians. (#) 
” cunciatrſm- T'bere is a Temper of mind, fit 
cerus Thucydi- to ſay things as they are, which is 
| es.Cic.deClar, not a common one. Ir is one of the 
Ml properties of Thucydides, the moſt 


ans : There is in his Works a 
Taſt of Truth, and a diſcernin 
$ of Truth from Falſhood,” joitrd 
= to an exatt Spirit, which acquir'd 
A _ him the .approbation and eſteem 
(») Dif of all people. (=) Diony/ius Haly- 
Aalyc. in Judi- co—_—_— praiſes him above all 
clo de Tory. for his ſticking to the Truth, pre- 
rending that he-neyer ſaid any 
thing againſt his. Conſcience ; in 
whigh 


i_ 


the ſame mirth, (whilſt the Prince 
was expiring in the-Antichamber ) 


- late Authors think bur : little of 


faithful and fincere of all Hiſtort- 
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which he has excell'd - Herodotus; 
whoſe whole delign was to pleaſe 
People :) for Strabo ſays, that he | 
mingles Fables with his Hiſtortes - 
on purpoſe to render them agree- 
able. (*) The Hiſtorians of the Low &) _ ſee: 

Empire became ſo great Flaterers, ods 
that their want of Sincerity made birurus men- 
Yopiſcus change the mind he had daciorum co- -: 
of writing the Hiſtory of his Time. Mites ques hi- 7 
* Bur, the Governour of the Town; pa a 

| Who was a Fayorite of the Empe- mur auchores. : 
rour, took off that Scruple, in a Vopiſc. prefet. . * 
Diſcourſe he had with him, as ##- | 
they were once walking together, 
by ſhewing him, that the greateſt 
Hiſtorians had been deceiv'd in ma®= _- 
ny things. 0) Pollo tells us, that 0) Aſine Poll. © - 
the ſame thing had happen'd to _ os 
Ceſar in his Commentarys, for not 
having reviewd his writings. IF 
the greateſt men are ſubje& to err ; 
what will ordinary ones do? (x) &) Neminem 
And if Truth does not always a 
ſhew it ſelf in its purity to extraor- Hiſtoriamper- 
dinary Spirits, how will it make riner, non ali- ._ | 
. it ſelt known to ſmall ones, who, delle men» © 
through the quality of their Genivs, yam 12 
can ſay nothing without altering 

| .D3 - the 


a 
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the Circumſtances, by diminiſhing 
or inlarging the objeQts? for there 
is nothing ſcarcer. than an exat 
temper, fit to ſay things as they 
are: we ſay them as we conceive. 
*em; and we conceive 'em good or 
bad, according as our Imaginatt- 
.on is: and, of many that have ſeen 
. the ſame thing, there is not often 
above two that relates it alike, /c- 
very one ſaying what he' rad 

ſeen, according to the Idea he has 


conceiy'd of ir, and as his mind is.” 
. . tarn'd. TFhe quality then, I fay, 


moſt requilite tor an Hiſtornan, 1s a 
Spirit exa&t and faithful, in ſpeak- 
ing the Truth in all is Cixcum- 
ſtances, ſo. as to deſerve the Peo- 
ple's belief. Bur it is not enough 
tor an Hiſtorian to faF what is true, 
he muſt give it alſo a fine turn: 
that turn 1s the Style; let us ſee 

which is-the moſt Convenient for 

Hiſtory. 
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| - . TheStyle is the Form of the Di{- The Syle fit far 
'- courſe, and the manner you write, #9. 4 
in: the fitteſt for every body is 
that which is moſt comformable 
ro his genius, which ought to be 
follow'd, without forcing it; ſo 
that a Style mixt is always vicious. 
k is a defect of Strada in his Hiſtory 
of the Low Country's, who by the 
_ clearneſs of his Imagination, and 
by his great Le&ures, had fill'd his 
mind with different characters; 
and that mixture which is found 
in his manner of writing, how a- 
reeable ſocver it is, diminiſhes its 
*rfeCtion, © (4) Mariana, who was (+) Tera is '$ 
of the ſame Society, has more tis fincericate _ © 
ſtrength, and is ſmoorher in his candoreque 
Style. . Bur the fitteſt Style for <lucet- "IgE | 
Hiſtory is that which has moſt of 55,1 1 
the Character of Truth, and c.s, 
wherein rhat natural light. of Sin- 
cerity, which commonly accom- 
Panies _ Dag. an _ 2 
tor, people caflly believe things di-- Wo 
geſted thus. (#2) The Style = (958 Hi 
| ve , ; [= f 4.008 
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© (c) Quanquam Hiſtory, as Lucian ſays, muſt be clear A- 
| vincta fir, ſolu- ] hee bat cl . ; 
ra viders lobes 41d natural, becauſe that clearneſs 1s 

| oratio. Fab, te Rule of what it ought to ſay, as |. 
 I.gc.q Truth 15:4 Rute of what it ought t0 _ | 
þ ce think, Its Cc): Diſcourfe muſt be ® 
 nontam fini- | 

| osmmeras fc though well compatted, and 

F quam orbem fbat it may have that freedom 

* contexcum- Which-makes 1t natural, it requires 

_ — leſs number than Turn. (4) But | 

j () * 1. Pccauſe an Hiſtorian ought to read 

3 ye lenicer ancient Authors, to make himſelf 

* fluunt: wn 2 Style according to his capacity, 
-ipfa dialetus he ſhall find ir neceſſary tro make 

þ na jucundi- his Obſervations in that Study 

tr 4 - * and ſo form to himſelf a Method 
Cf) Thucydides fie for His Delign.. (*) Herodotus's 

| prefrattior,, Style is ſweet, flowing, and agreea- 

| necitarorun- ble, That of (7) Thucydides is nobler 

: —_ in co or- nd greater, but not ſo natural; 

- bem orationis . ! | 
 defidero, Cic. DE Bas a rough way, which makes 
- In Bro, him obſcure, andthe has leſsnum- 
| (2) Obſcurus ber and leſs turn than Herodotus. 
- elt quia prel- (2) Xenophon has a tender and ſweet 
| ſus. th!d. ſtrai _ I > qi 

| .* ,. ſtrain. His Ditconurle, which 1s not 
* (G) Fribus li- "EE 16 | | 
| kris de bello Vilike to ove and clear Warer, 
 civili Ceſers has no fellow in, Antiquity, except 
 falſo aſcriptis Ceſar's ; for nothing was cver writ 
.mihil gurus, in. Zatin more clearly. (b) AMo- _ 
--neccandort + > 4 wy . 

| Ceſariami- 4dcrn Crtick's obſervation (who re: ' \ 
pus conyeniens Flory Sabin, in calum, lng lat. _ ks 


- 


1 
4 


\ 


- oy's | 
That Hiſtorian has been read with 


Wars of the Gailes ) goes beyond 
me: I have not knowledge enough 


The Modeſt Critick. — 

- marks ſome difference of Style in 
$ his Book of the Civil Wars , 
Which che pretends to have nor 
been written” ſo purely as the 


tro. find that, and I am of Sueto-: 


mugs" Mind, who makes no dit- 
ference 'throughout.” I confeſs I 
am delighted with the -Eloquence 


and Simplicity of that Author, 
| no body ever wrote more clear- | 
(7) Genus ora». - : 


ly , 0 bur the Nobleneſs of L:- 
Miſcourſe charm my. Spirits. 


r.ſpe& in all *Nartions, -for almoſt 


j 


- 


tionjs fuſum & 
cum lenirace 
quadam ZXqua- 
bili profluens, 


now two thouſand years, upon fine judiciali 


of ſpeaking 
mird by all Ages. - Nothing al- 
ſo fills my Fancy better than that 


- admirable choice of Words al- 


ways fitted to his Sentiments, and 
that expreſſing- of Sentiments al- 
ways conformable to the things 
he Speaks of. In a word., he 1s 
the Man of 'all, that has better 
attain'd to thar Style Cicero ad- 


'Yiſes' one to. follow: in Hiſtory, 


And 


d 


. the\ſcore of that Majeſtick way aſperitate, & 


"4-3 _ Sententiarum — _ 
which has been ad- oo. | 


leis proſequen- 


dum. Cice h 2> 


de Orat. 
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"And *tis by that great Model that. 
Mariana, Buchanan ,; Paulus Amili- | 
us, Panlus Jovins, and all thoſe 
who carried any Vogue after their 
Age, have formed themſelves in 
the way of Writing Hiſtory. Tact- 
t45 is not fo fit; for that Luſtre of 
his high flights is like Lightning, | 
whoſe Brightneſs dazels , inſtead 
of making the Matter plain, Pa-, 
terculus and Florus. have given. a 
ſmall Air, flouriſh'd and delicate, 
- which pleaſes their Readers. The 
Writers Auguſte Hiſtorie, as Ammi- 
ants Marcellinus> Lampridius,  Spar- 
tianus, Julius Capitolius, Vopiſcus, and - 
| the others, have degenerated in a 
- cold and impure Style, which 
"i ps has nothing+ of that Noble  Sim- 
 . norum ftoren- Plicity of former Ages. (X) Saluſt | 
ridimus Au- .1s great and elevate. in his way 
thor. Tac. l. 3. of Writing , Which cauſes ©uin- 
71s aluftio au to compare him to Thucy- 
|  vigente ampu- dtdes. (7) &. Curtis has a poliſh'd 
” ratz Senten- ' and bright Style. And by thoſe- 
 Mnarer ooſcu- two Methods, which are almoſt 
Hank pn hag the only two fit ro be uſed, you 
Sen. l. 11, may examine which of the, two 
Epift, 114. Is the fitteſt for Hiſtory ; and that 
| Queſt: | 
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T ' The Modeſt Critic a3 © 
" | Queſtion is the ' moſt important * 
"I chat can be made upon that Sub- ; 
SE Wo 2 
| ; 
} X [. WE : 


Ja Queſtion of ſo reat a,.4. 
- | Conſequence as this, which js not ,,,v,uq fir | 
- | yet derermined-; *tis enough. for Hiſtory, the * © - ® 
one to give the Reaſons which Great or the 
may ſerve for the deciſion there- fiſdSyle? * 
of,, when a Man has not the Au- 
thoricy of determining it. (#) Ss (Vermex. | 
luſt has 'a Greatneſs in his Style ; Jed wafurnes 
| but ſome of his Expreſſions: are bus Catonis. 
; harſh; which makes him look dry Suer. in Aug. 
in. ſome Places, -becauſe he had | 
form'd himſelf by the rudeneſs : 
(n) of the Remains of Cato; which Cn) Saluftias 
. gives ro his Diſcourſe 4 Gravity Scriptor ſeriz 
' Which looks like Severity. And enderrggt0 wwe: 4 
contrariwiſe, none is more poliſh'd j, 15.c. 18, 
than ©. Curtis ; It is an admirable - 
Flower of Expreſſion, which plea- 
ſes Men of Wit, but.the bulineſs 
is, that we muſt examin whe-. 
ther the ſtiff Stile of Saluſt, hard 
'as it is, be not wholſomer and 
fircer for Hiſtory, giving as it does 
DE '- © Weights 


- 
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(p) Hermogen. 
de Idets, /. 1. 
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Weight, Strength; and Greatneſs 


to the Diſcourſe. Is -it-not rich ? 


_ and dor't we find ſometimes in 
that hard and ſeyere Stile, that. 
agreeableneſs of which | Demetrius 


the Phalerian ſpeaks; which (o) Ho- 
mer has ſo: well expreſsd in his 
Odyſſea, about the Adventures of 


Polyphemus , where Demetrins pre-. 
tends, in his Book of Election, - 


that he: is the firſt Author of It; 


- that is to ſay, thoſe Graces which 


have nothing ſoft- nor effeminate, 
and which are agreeable without 
being affefted. The ſame Author 
quotes many Examples of it, ta- 


| ken our of FXenophon, who has the 


Art of making things Pleafant”, 


which of-themſelyes are not ar - 


all fo. Herein that ſevere Stile 


properly conſiſts, which (?)_ Her- 


mogenes prefers to a ſoft Stile, when 


-he fays, that a meer naked Nar- 


ration has often more Strength 


than a Narration which-is adorn'd 
and flouriſh'd ; becauſe a feyere. 


Style may have ſome Greatneſs, 


and 'a ſoft Style can only have a. 
 Medivcrity, That is alſo the "26h | 
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: The Mogeſt Critick;  W- *0 
] fon why he reckons good Senſe, ,,  *' 
{ (cho' never ſo naked ) amongſt 5. i 


— 


; 
p] 
| | the nes of the Noble and ele- 
- | vated Style. , This was, ſays: he, 
; | che Charafter of Pericles, -upon 
. | which Demoſthenes form'd himſelf 
; | to that ftrong and fierce Eloquence, 
* | wherein he has excell'd: Hiperides, 
| fays he, in another pane, 1s great | 
| tho' careleſs: his Style is rough and (4 ) Aufterus ' 
dry, but it is noble and- elevate ; grzca conſue- , 
©. for, -that Auſterity of Stile , _— er -" 
| which was the true CharaQter of ,,,,. 

. | the Greeks, is nothing but (7)'a (+) artisſe- 
|. rrue and exatt Senſe, and a juſt verz 6 quis 
and corre& Reaſon ; which,” with- *mar cfleQus, 

our ſtopping ar a ſhew of Brighr- 2<aque 
Out topping -08 DITISNT magnis appli- 
neſs . purſues Sohdity. (5) Ir has cat, prius mo=- j* 
nothing falſe in irs Sentiments, re ſrugalizaris 
all its Attention is bent rowards !<2< Pollcar 

Ky p _— "7 1 - Cxacta. Pet, 

a. Sobriety of Diſcourſe , which 1s (5; juvenes 
nothing but Senſe and Simplicity. verba arroci 
Plutarch alſo atrributes that Style ſtylo cffode- 


SD es ._ rent, jam 1lla 
to Demoſthenes, which Dionyſuns Ha pany rs 


| lycarnaſeus does not diftinguiſh þ;herer maje-. 
| from the great and elevate. It fiatis ſuas pom- | 
is, in fine, that ſtrength of Ex- dus. Perr. 
. prefſion, which alone gives to our 
| Diſcourſe; Nobleneſs and Majeſty, b: 


WHICH -- as; 


| 48 4 
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which it becomes. great and ſolid: 
Hence it is that. Ceſar, tho un-. 
E-- . _affefted,, has ſomething Nobler in I 
” (Hiſtoria the Simplicity of his Difcourfe ;. 
-  Jocutio, ubi than Tacitus with - all the. Pomp 
munditiemre- of .his Words : and there appears 
Tom ** a kind of Careleſneſs in the  Anti- 
D '-non requirat, ents, which IS worth all the Di- 
1mplex, purt, ligence of the Moderns, ( t) ] doit 
naturalis fir, ſay, but that a flouriſh'd Style 
Rec Arun may be of uſe in ſmall Hiſtories, 
Heciatemre- | 14 "EO TRTA 
- ferrepodic.. Which have not ground enough 
Beni. l. 1. de to ſupport themſelves without 
Hiſt, . help. (*) The Princeſs. of ' Mont- 
| C) 7 75 a ſmall ,onfier ought to be written with 
| Hifbry in 4 YR 
French: all the Eloguence Art can allow ; 
but the, Hiftory of the War of 
Parzs, and of the Late Tt roubles, 
oughr to be written with a great- ' 
cr Air; Small SubjeQs require F1- | 
nery, great Ones Srengrh and 
Dignity. Let Paterculus be pretti- } 
ly adorn'd in the .Character he 
cook ;. but Livy ought robe great | 
and ſerious : {mall Beautzes ought I 
co be finely ateir'd ro ſhew-them- 
ſelyes ; but'great ones have no need | 
of it, becauſe they bear a good 
weight of ' themſelves. . Belides , 
Pi | _Exuth, 
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The Modeſt Critick. a7 - 
Truth, which is the Soul of H- _-” 
ÞJ ſtory, becomes ſuſpicious, as. foon | 
iT as it'is too much adorned ; atid | 
5 | Careleſnefs has more an. Air of 
PY Sincerity. This is what was to 
'SY be obſerved upon the' Style in 
- | particular, after the general No-. 
- | tions I have giyen thereof : bur 
CY asir is of uſe only in Narration, 
e we'll examine in what manner it 
ys | ought to be. 


+ a XII. 


nn Hiſtory betng, properly ſpeaking, The Narration- 
a nothing but a >) Rehearſal of things (w) Hiſtoria 

f ] paſt, and in the ſame order as they <ſtnarratiore? 

5 | came to paſs, ought alſo ro be a geltn, per. 2 
=] continued Narration. (x) There- fa, OS nM 
” {| fore, as it hath nothing more effen- noſcuntur. 1j- 

1 cial than the knowing how to te- «7. L 1. Ong. 


- | late well, fo, nothing is more dif- ©) Fxpoſino 


& | ficult. © () For it is a great Art to mhnarar.cog 
£' fix an unconſtant and fickle Rea- Fab. L 4. c. 2. 
th ders mind. VV hat wiſdom does it nor (2) Cuftodia | 
j | require to mannage every where - x maker" 

_ thoſe colours that are neceflary to 7;,.1,5. Amal. 
| vive the reſemblance to things, 
and to mix conſtantly. with them . 
| thoſe 
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thoſe features, thoſe light ronthes, - | 
thoſe graces, that warmth , that 
quickneſs,, which hinders a Nar- 
ration from _ languiſhing? - how 
dexterous muſt. an- Hiſtorian: be,- Þ 
| _ to uſe both Art and Wir, in whar. 
A (5) Dare ora: .he 7 yet not to ſcem to do' ſo; 
SS varics (4) And by all the variety of Ex- 
vulcus . gau- Preſſions , Figures and Thoughts, 
dencenim res. to adorn every part of his Hiſtory, * 
varierare. Fab. yrithout the leaſt ſmatch of Oſten- 
9-62 tation? what knowledg ought he 
to have, to diſcern what muſt be 
ſaid, and what let alone, to ſpeak 
and hold his Peace, to dwell no 
longer than 1s fit upon the Points 
he treats of; to explain. things at 
large, or by degrees, as neceſlity 
or a-good Decorum requires ; to-en- 
large or ſhorten them); to retrench, 
by a feliciry of Expreſhon, thoſe 
Topicks, which otherwiſe would be 
in{ipid, and never to weary the 
Reader by too great an uniformi- 
ty? In fine, what a Judgment to - 
ſeparate carefully that which is be- ' 
comming from that which isnot {| 
Decent? for. upon that- chiefly 
runs-all the Beauty of a Narrati- - 
On, 


sf 


The Modeſt Critick. 
bri; and” all the Grace of: Hiſtory, 
But a Narration is perfe&t | when- 
ever it has, nothing of Superflui- 
ty. This 1s,! in;a word, the ut- 
moſt -perfetzon it is capable of be- 
 ingbrought to.,, The Rules lay'd : ++, i 
down by. Cicero:and (a) Buintiitin Sao woageanng z 
fay,no more: after them i, have c\b fpervas. = 
nothing: to ſay. ;\ For: when; ionce cuiscarec. Fab. 
the: Superfluittes are cut. offg:;;the & 4c: 1,141) 
Circumlocutions ; which are ;'not {5 Penſus, | 
uſeful ; the * feigned. Deſcriptions prhun Fmper 
which are onely;fit to make a W, micatis affeat- 
and all. the -yain-' Ornaments; of bus. Thugdi- 
- the Diſcourſe are ſuppteſs'd, every #5 Fab. 1.104 
j thing comes cloſe to-its point. -(Þ) (7)7yuguider - | 
The Vigour, the: Strength:and the verbis apmus& 
Dignity, all ſupport - each. other, preflus; Cic.d.2; 
without any Flatneſs. In. that'(c) of OF. = 
| Thucydides out-did. Herodotus; who nay: 4 
is too big in. ſome places, where luſt velociracy | 
he gives himſelt,coo much: #0 the rem conſequu- -; 


fineneſs of his Imagination. :(@) 5-749: .. OF 
Saluſt 19 of a Character - exact and Ce) THla pe uti” ] 
ſhore. He: is properly. commen- ans breviras,  } 
dable for rhe. quickneſs and- tqr- 9u4 fibilapud_  ? 
- rent of his Diſcourſe: -(e) That FS <ruditas -*: 
vo catbe Veb<ae? ©: : 4 - 1 perfectius efſe. 
is it; which ; animates him, -and poteſt, capran- 
makes him fo wah Geſar's. Nar- a. ite. 
Wh ra- 


. _ 
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rarion is admirable 'for irs Putir 
and Eloquence; bur it is nor quic 
enouph; and he wants. of that | 
Strength which he found too | 
© (f)Livinsin aboruling in Terexce. {5) As for 
 Narrando ml- J52y, the has a way of reherfi 
in chars very caking, by that Arr he 
que candoris, has : df mixing | 1m his Narration 
Amducunur fra things 'with -gteat iones; 'be- 
__  Eauſc-great 'ones, When too nach 
Brac 90%, wy 'eflarg'd, UT the Reader by rea- 
modara. Fab. for \6E the t Acrention they 
-Þ. 10. C1. require, an and - fmall ores 'refroth 
him - it i5'wich'rhar ſame Mechod 
X36 ___ "that he varies his Adventures, thar 
7 he-initerchanges fad things forde- . 
=» lighrful ones; that Mannages his 
Light andhis Shade with awiſeand 
judicious Temper, thatſo he may 
Keep 'the Reauder In tune 'by «that 
Paritty. 'For a Narration \becomes 
infipid, as ſoorras'it wantsdiverſity 
of ecidents, Adventures, Figures, 
and Expreſſions, You muſt even 
allow ſome. intervals to things, 
that your Reader miay' take brea - 
-and "not intermix-- your »matrer 
Dy too great-a confuſion :of things. 
'Ikis a fault that Dionyſus Haly- 


ont” 7 
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| the (i) order of Tirnes be the moſt Ci) Rerum | 


(Angl Events , Which ought par-- 
I ticul 


J Order that you may endear your 
Jown Scntiments on his Mind, 
Jiacurally as they ought: and when 


(their Thoughts; their Defigns and 


= 


- 


rarxaſeus judges (e) Thucydides guil- (6) Toucydides 
t of, in the *hird DOC fre hon 
nan . | equentia.C7cs 

ory, where he ſo mixes the {& j, + orar: 
veral Jatereſts (Þ) of the Athenians, (6) Dionyfius 
Lacedemonians,and of the other Peo- Har. rrattar; 
ple of Greece, that he confounds,  jx4ic. Thi- 
in a manner; the very appearance *** 
of things, by a Narration too much 
loaded Vic Matter : and this fai- 
lure is incident to thoſe of a opt 
aus and fluent Invention. Tho' 


natural to a Natration, becauſe cenporum ge: 
it unfolds things paſs'd; there is ne- fiderar; Cic.— 
vertheleſs an order of Reaſon in 7. 2. deorar.- 


arly to be the ftudy of' an 


Hiſtorian: It is only by that fecrec 
Reader, io as to 1mprint your 


when you ſhew him Men afting 


their Morives, as they are in a 
kind of dependency upan each 
bther in the ſame natural, order, 
which joyns them well together. 

ob E E 2 (&) Art” 


- riaque dignis, 


"+ The Modeſt Cratick.. 
(&) In rebus (%) An Hiſtorian that can well put ' 
_ magnimeno- thoſe things together, is a great 
confilia pri- Man 3 thatisthe thing which plca- 
mum, deinde ſes , and not 'thoſe extraordinaty 
a&t 7, poſtea e- Eyents which People run after for 
ens eXpe- want of Judgment; fer nothing is 
-L> 4&0: more taking than to ſee men a&t in 
___-_ that-Order; that alone, when all 
comes to all, fixes the mind. © Livy 
excelld in that, becauſe he fo]- 
low'd cloſely that Order, by draw- 
ing the Thread of .his Hiſtory with 
a connexion of Diſcourſe, and by 
weaving together always thoſe A- 
 CQions that are of an equal 11ze, 
CT) Longin. ([) Longinus has well obſerved; that 
_ Thucydides breaks the Order ' of 
things, to ſurprize the Reader by-[] 
that diforder, by bringing in un- 
expected Occurrences in his Nar-. 
ration : He tells eyen ſometimes 
things paſt in _the preſent time 
ſhewing them as tho they were paſ- 
fing actually , which makes rhe 
Reader more attentive, and affeds. 
him moſt. - Tacitus is of a foaring: 
Spirit, who does not fay things in 
order. His great fenſe, ſhut-up in 
the compaſs of a few words, hasnot 
NE : an 
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anextentproportioned to his Rea-' 


der's minds, who 'are often over- 


whelmed with it: and having not 


a natural ſtrain in what he ſays, he 
ſcarce ever fits his words to mens 


Notions ; he does not inſtruct well : 
For Example, when on the occaſi- 


on of the Papian Law he explains 
the ground of the Laws; or mm an- 
other place, he ſpeaks of Afylums, 
he does not return to the origin of 
things; he ſhews nothing clearly, 


- or he does it ill; as when he ex- 


plains the Religion of the Jews, 1. 5. 
of his Hiſtory ; his very Style is not 
fit for it, which is a great faulr in 
an Hiſtorian, whoſe chiefeſt Profeſ- 
ſion 1s to inſtruc. After all, a 


{| Narration is good (which way fo- 


_ it is digeſted) when-it plea- 
cs. EB 


XIE 


\ The great Art of a Natration, 77anſioas, 
and one of its chiefeſt 'Beauties , 


conliſts in the Tranſitions. In ef- 
fect, thoſe hne and natural turns, 
YE”... 


W 


. fiream of a Diicour 
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thoſe ha paſſages from one 
Subject 7 foe make the 

ſc engaging : 
thoſe mſinuating ways lead the - 
mind of a Rowlir from one Ob- 


 x& to another}, and ſhew him a 


grome deal , without tiring him : 
n fine, all that admirable Occo- 
nomy of the Tranſition , 1s that 
which is moſt delicate and ſpritely 
in the Narration, which feem x 


ways conſtrain'd, and neyer eaſe | 


or natural without that Art. Ir is 
not enough to ſpeak well to attain 
K: you- muſt be eloquent ; you 


| muſk be Maſter of your Subje&, 


and to know the grounds ar 

conſequences well ; tor the fitteſt 
Tranfitions ought ro be mich 
more in things" than in words. 
So that thoſe Excurſions from 
Kingdom to Kingdom, from Na- 
tion to Nation, from Age to Age, 
without Method , and without | 
Management , are no way op- 

portune to a well digeſted #iſto- 
7y , wherem' all things ought to 

be well laid nnd trmnpaſics” as 'll 
in 2 great Palace , where nothing 


| ought to bn ſcarterd or x irregu: 
lar; for the compatneſs, -and, the 


proportion of 1ts Apartments N, 
make one of its: greateſt Beau 


ties * So Hiſtory is like 2 Body s 


; composd. of its Members by 


Natural Union ; in which 


der's Hiſtory of the Sckiſm of Enge 


land, is very defeftive , a 
Maderns , . as. that of Florus and 
Paterculus, amangſt the. Ancients, 


£ (1 Xenophou's La Wage. is very 
well knit, {weet an lowing, 76 


Lizy ſtill exceeds him , ; 
ration Eng of one even contt- 
nued thread ; his Tranſitjons cqn- 
lift leſs in words than in things. 
Saluſt is not ſa well Ae : *. 
citus 1s ſtill leſs; his Connexions 
are forc'd, and the fiream of his 
Diſcourſe much ingerrpend » 
Which ſyrprizes the Reader, w 

: ſwear, of he will llow 


cha Author. The moſt difficult 


ranſiti itions are thoſe which are 
found in the commoneſt things ; 
for an Author ought to ' ſuſtain 
himfelf with ſtrong Expreſhons , 


Where the matter. 1s but ſmall 
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(mY. Xeno- 


phon fluens & 


fine ſalebris 
oratio, Ci [{o 
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ind  muſt* find a' way how ta 
couple things rhar otherwiſe have 
no Union at all. Ir is in thoſe 
places he. ought to ſhew all his 
$kill. The Reader's mind is fo 
render , that an' Hiſtorian cannot 
always turn it as he pleaſes. But. 
he muſt be condufted from ad- 


- yenture ' to adventure , by Con- 


nexionris well cover d for Ofder's 
fake. For, in a word, he often 
has a fooliſh pride, and flights , 


_ which render him untraQable. 
* Bur there is need of a great 


deal of Art to yary thoſe T'ran- 
firions, which never ought to be 
hke one. another, to give always 
new Ideas to the Reader, by nor- 
ſhewing him ' always the ſame 
Objeas': It is in ths an Hiſtorian. 


. muſt Jay out his Induſtry ; for 


herein the gracefuineſs of a Nar- 
ration conſiſts, which alone can 
> it acceptable -and delight; 


| XIV. 


<4 
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XIV. 
If a Narration becomes agree- The Circum- 
able by. the Tranſitions, it be. ſtances of 4 
comes credible by the Circum- Narr Rwy 
ſtances. - For nothing engages one I 
more than a Fa&@ cloathd with 
700d Circumſtances, which tho 
ark and obſcure of it ſelf, by 
the particulars becomes palpable, 
clear , ſenſible. and cyident; and 
as the progreſs of great under- 
takings, and of Aﬀairs of im- 
portanice , is ſeen only by bring- 
ing them into a good order by 
the ſeyeral degrees of their Cir- 
cumſtances; fo the Art of ex- 
 plaining rhe Truth in all its De- 
pendencies, by unravelling what 7 
is particular, making one of the 
rear Ornaments of Hiſtory , a 
| Weiner ought to ſtudy ir with 
| all- imaginable care. ere, fol- 
lows the Obſervations one may 
make of it. The great Secret is, 
to know how to make a wiſe 
and judicious choice of the Cir- 4 
EEG cumſtances 
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Cn) Lac. in 
_ Conſer, Hiſt, 


al things, loſe time in things nor 


cutmnſtances that are RO of 


giving a great Idea of things, 'to 


imprint in them that - Colour 


which can give them credit, and 


fo make way for- them to 


(- 
ſels the. mind. And this will be 
obtain'd by a concourſe of great. 
and ſmall Circumſtances mixt 
with Dexterity, when well cho- 
fen. Great Circumſtances. give 
ſome admiration, and ſmall ones 


Pleaſure, provided they are well 


choſen , and not cXASETIRn. 
Bur tho an Aﬀion, which 1s not 


exattly, reported , makes no im- 
preſſion, you muſt nevertheleſs 


thun choſe Expreſſions of low and 
trivolous Particulars, which make 
a Subje&t worſe; for you become 


ſticking too cloſe to- little things; - 
As that impertinent Hiſtorian 


(n) Lucian ſpeaks of, who. gives 


a very particular Deſcription of 


the Parthian's Veſte , and of the _ 
Roman © Emperour's Shield fy when /. | 


he deſcribes the Fight. Others , 
adds he, not thinking of Eflenti- 


\ 


uſcful; 
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childiſh, and even ridiculous, by 
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 ufeful; as he, who after having 
| ſpoke by the by, a word. or two 
of the Battel , 'which made then 
the' Subje&t of h | 
to relate .the Adyentures of a 
Mooriſh Knight , the moſt extra- 
Vagant in the World. So £Proco- 
pres, in his ſecret. Hiſtory , forgets 
the Circumſtances neceflary, and 
rehearſes what is needleſs. You 
maſt then, in the recital of any 
Action of Conſequence , know 
well how to lay the Circumſtan- 
ces which arc to make the thing 
pain , and to ſuſtain, it in its 
ighr, by diſtinguiſhing the Efſen- 
tial trom that which -is not ſo. 
[The moſt acoompliſhe pagtern we 
have in #iftory of a great Adti- 
on, told in all the Circumſtances 
capable of giving it weight and 
{plendor , is Zannibal's March in- 
to ftaly, as It is written in the 


21 Book of the Annals of Livy. 


{& is, in my fudginene, the moſt 
.perfet part of his Hiſtory ; and 
there are few things of thar 


ſtrength in Antiquity. A greater 


deliga neyer enterd into a more 
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him, abates the Courage of all 


extraordinary mind ; and no- 
thing was ever accompliſh't more 
cleverly. The Argument was , 
Hannibal's coming out of Africa ,, 
marching: through Spain over 


the Pyrenean Hills ,, croſſing *the 


Rhone, at his very mouth, a R#- 
ver vaſt and ſwift , whoſe Banks 
were cover d with ſo many E- 


' nemies ; his opening himſelf a 


way through the Alpes, where 
no man had eyer paſsd before; 
travelling upon Preczpices, diſpu- 
ting at eyery ſtep with People 
that lay' in Ambuſcadoes., in 


_ continual Filings, amidſt - the 


Snow, Ice, Rain, Torrents, de-- ' 
fying Storms and Thunder ; ma- 
king War with Heaven, Earth, 
and all the Elements; drawin 

after him an -Army of a hundred 


thouſand Men of different Nati- 


ons, and all jealous of a General, 
whoſe Courage they were nort- 
able to imitate. The Souldiers 
Minds -were ' pofſeſt with fear} *' 


Hannibal alone remains unſhaken, 


the. danger which encompaſſes 


the 


The Modeſt C ritick. 6x&' 7 


the Army, bur never diſtuxbs his 

Mind. Allis drawn- in a Rela- 

tion of horrid Circumſtances ; -in 

every word of that Hiſtorian dan- 
ger 1s expreſt; never Picture was ' © 
better finiſl'd in Hiſtory, rouch'd 

with livelier Colours, and with 
bolder ſtrokes. Nothing: alſo is 

better adorned with Circumſtan- 

ces in (0) Tacitus, than that: Feaſt ; 
the Empreſs Meſalina made to (0) Taat.. 24 
ſhew her Love to Silus, her Gal- 

lant. All the Ceremonies ap- 
- pear'd as'tho it had been Vintage- 

time , that: Seaſon: fayouring the 
"Feaſt; Mirth, Pleaſure , frolick 

and laſcivious Debauchery, are all 
expreſsd with the finencls of an * 
Exquiſite Eloquence ; and the Re- 

hacion thereof is particulatiz'd ſuc- 

cintly and ſeniibly , and made. 
throughout' in ſuch a4 manner, as 

ſpeaks Life and Spirit; and no- 
thing”ts more judiciouſly - placd, 
rehdring by this lively : repreſen- 

ration Meſſalinas Death , which 
follows atter more Tragical and 

full of - Horror. - In fine , there 

are happy Circumſtances, which 

Fo - g1ve 


th j Moi "«vY 


give an agrecablericl OY where} 
where th re are e apply'd but you 
muſt underſta em well , to 
know whete - Ni muſt þe ap- . 
plyd. Thirigs become often grea-' 
ws by cheir Circumſtances, chan 
ey do by themſelves. Let us. 
cy lgok into rhoſe Ciramſtan- 
ces Which . can both inſtryt and 
Pleaſe,” and keep the Reader from 
doazing: Let us imitate - Davilag 
who is ſo taking, by the Aft he 
duly to cloath what he lays 
with- prop t Circumſtances; ct 
great R: Nao weary the Spi- 
tits; fo let us make a judicious 
Sagion. of the Circumſtances 
- Neceſſary , $94 of Importance , 
from thoſe that ate not ſo. Ler 
vs confizlt Lugar 5 and his Diſ- 
courſe upon Hiſtory; he is a great 
Maſter in that: ut to make a 
compleat Narration, we rap joy 
» the Cirazmſtances of its chin 85s 
the Matives of its Attians ; 
Motives well rouch* d make by 
Narration as cyrious, as the Cir- 
eumftances make it Ukely. 


e 
- X- p 
. 


The Modeſt Critick. =: 


To well Men's \Adtions wichour The Matives, 
ſpeaking of their Morives , can- 
_ Pp ys py 

c 1s ike a Gazette , 

_— the Author contents him- 
_ felf barely. to. report the Events 
of things, ' WE ing' up T0 
their Sp rn. Cs win -B1VES 
cathy his thicker and his En- 
campings, withoat telling theic 
Motives, every thing in his Nar- 
.. ration pane. For plam and open.; 
tho 'tis true -he wiites. only Memoirs. 
a2 + then __ _— o—_—_ 
of Motives w. cauſe Men to 
Ad, by which alone Hiſtory it (2) mo 
felf becomes delicate, and fultains quoriam 1n 
-elf.chiefly an 1m nt Aﬀairg, rebus magnis 
To ſay things as they are palfd, — 


without going .to : has beginning, a, poſtea 
is properly to ſtop at the outward ecvencus ex- 


part of of Things. 'Reaſos anll have peQancur 3 in 
7t, 1ays Cicero, (p) that -as in Affairs, rebus geltis 


declarari, not 
ſ6lum - quid atum, aur diQum'fir, ſed quomiodo, & cum de 
| vena dicarur, ut:caulz explicentar-omnes, 8c, /. 2. de Orat. 


” ns 


=— 


(q) Ut non 
modo caſus 
eventuſquere- 
, rum, ſed ra- 
_ tio etiam, 
_ auſaque 
'—  hoſcantur, 
I4. Ann, 


Ole MI os 


The Modeſt Critick, 
the Deſign precedes 'the Execution 3 


The Hiftorian gives an Account, not 


only of Events," but-alſo of Cauſes ; 


and that in relating what has bzen '| 


done, he explains how, dnd for what 
Reaſon. it was done. Tacitus ſays-al- 
moſt the ſame thing.; that it is 


important for Hiſtory, not only to 


tell the Events 'of things ; but to 
diſcover the Ground. and Princis 
ples of them  and;ro touch up- 
on the: Morives thereof; (9) by - 
this an Hiſtorian diſtinguiſhes him- 
ſelf; and makes himſelf conlide- 
rable; and. nothing is more plea- 
{ing in'a Narration,. than the Ex- 


lication of what 1s ſecret; and. of | 


mportance. in thofe Peoples Des ' 


ſigns and Intentions, whoſe Ati- 


ons it telates ; and Hiſtory haying 
nothing - more. commendable: than 


this, all the little : Hiſtorians, even 
-of the ſmalleſt. Credn,- have 'en- 


deavoured to excell in that way. 
For ,; nothing ſtrikes more upon .. 
the. Curioſity of. men, than tr 


1 Is 
| by which they are- made to diſ- 


cern :what is more .concealed...in 
mens Minds ; that is: to fay,.the 
| tceret 


div «> 


© The Modeſt Critick __ 


ſecret motions which make them 
act, even in their ordinary Un- 
dertakings. Ir is only by going 


up to the Cauſe, that. you will 


ſce the minds of thoſe you ſpeak 
_ of; that you'll diſcover the Spi- 
rit which makes them a& what 
. they are capable of ,, and that 
you'l] find the Truth by fearch- 
ing —_ into their Intentions. 
But with how many Falſhoods are 
Hiſtories fill'd upon this fair Pre- 
text ? And, into how many. Er- 
rors do unjuſt, falſe, and inter- 
reſted Hiſtorians daily fall, which 
abandon themſelves to their Con- 
\ j5ectures; diſtribute rheir own Ima- 
ginations to the Publick , to ex- 
preſs the Leligns of thoſe. whom 
they ſpeak of? As for Example ; 
T hat Pericles cauſed the War in 
Peloponneſus , becauſe he lov'd 4- 
ſpajia : * That XAerxzes carry'd thar 
readful Army , Hiſtory tells us , 

only to eat Figs: I hat M. An- 
tony loſt the Empire, meerly be- 
cauſe he would: not part with 
Cleopatra : That Franczs the Firſt of 
France , catry'd his Atmies over 
Os F into 
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| (r) Haud facile 
 animus rerum 
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he odeſt ritich 


into Zaly, only upon the account 
of the Ave Lady named Cla- 
ricea, There is nothing more . 
tickliſh and difficult than 'to 
ſearch mto mens hearts. , and 
thence to guefs or diſcover what 
they think ; for an Author will 
tell all he knows , and all that 
comes into his mind , - rather 
than fail telling the Truth. Ir 
is one of the greateſt failings in 
Dawla , whoſe Diſcourfes are 0- 
therwiſe juſt enough ; but his 


 confCtures in the motiyes of the 


Actions he relates, do not prove 
very true, if we may take the 
Truth from their Fathers. Not 
but that, after all, an Aftion ve- 
ty well cleard to its very Mo- 
tives, and a Secret well penetra- 
ted , might give a great kdea of 


the Hiſtoriar's Ability , and make 


us judge, that he ſpeaks like a 
man well inform'd. and looks ve- 
ry well in Hiſtory. 

Bat that an Anthor, (r) who 


provider, ubi PECLends to gueſs, be always up- 


_ oiſiciunt odium, amicitia, ira, atque mifericordia. Ceſar, 
_ apud Saluft, in Catil, s 


on 


The Modefi Critick. 


on his Guards againſt prejudice ; 
that he hearkens neither ro his At 
tetion nor his Hatred ; to avoid 
Artifice ;. and thoſe Colours men 
are prompt to give to things, 1n fa- 
vour of that fide he is prejudic'd 
for; that he inſerts no falſhoods, 
to juſtifie his Conjectures, and to 
make things agree with that Air 
he is pleas'd to give them ; that 
he neither diminuh nor exagge- 
rate any thing, as Tatitus, who 
caſts a Poiſon every where; or as 
Paterculus, who ſtrows every thing 
with Flowers: Let him not ſhew 
men worſe affeted than they are; 
as Herodotus does ; when he ſays; 
that the "On were call'd into 
Greece by the Spartiates , becauſe 
they could refiſt the Lacedemoni- 
_ ans no longer , nor ſuffer chem ; 


rr LES © Ef 
7 L ChR 
? , 
. __ 
F | 


as (s) Plutarch reproaches him ; (s) Plutarch; 
let him not alſo cover an unjuſt de Hered; 
dealing with a good intention , "*"e- 


as Calhzs of Syracuſe ; who julti- 
| fies all the Actions of Agathocles ; 


becauſe he did hinmi ſome good, 

8s (t) Diodorus takes notice; nor as(t) Excerpts 

Conſt, ex Dzg- 
0» . 


Paulus Jovius; in _reipect of Coſ- 
F3 mus 


as ae «6% ae ban 


mus de Mediczs , not long fince. 
There are in all Hiſtorians mi- 
ſtakes-of-that kind,, becauſe they 

are few that have a mind ſteddy-' 
enough -to reſiſt their Prejudice. 
Bur tho the motives in great men 
ought- regularly to be better and 
greater Fa their Actions ; for 
the motives depend upon them, 
but the events do not : . yet it 1s 
but a ſmall miſtake, as Noble 
men 'atre, to mix in their Coun- 
ſels, and in their Deliberations 
part of the pride and of the weak- 
neſs they are ſubje& to: for of- 
tcntimes it 1s only through ſome 
1mpertinent and ridiculous mo-. 
tives, that the moſt part of men 
are determin'd. There 1s an in- 
finite number of Examples rhere- 
of, which I leave, thar ] may 
not exceed bounds upon that mar- 
ter. You muſt, above all things, _ 
know well the Vanity , the Ma- 
lice, the Ignorance, and the Folly 
of mens minds, which: always 
conforms to their Principles, to 
know well the bottom of their 
Incentions , and ſearch his Weak» 
DICE 7% | nels, L 
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neG, which is the great Prinei- 
ple of Malice ; and above all 
things, not to be ignorant, that 
the Lazineſs of moſt great men , 
in examining the bottom of Af- 
fairs, and the impatience they 
haye to judge of them upon 
what the Condu&t moſt effential 
to . their Afﬀairs depends. It is 
them we muſt neceflarily know, 
for being, as they are, the Grear 
Actors upong, the Stage 'of this 
World, all things, for the moſt . 
part, are ruPd by their Extrava- 
gancies: Burt it does not follow , 
that if we have done once well 
in this way, by chance, we ſhould 
be able to do it always. There 
are Hiſtoriays in this Age , which 
have ruind their Reputation by 
roo great an itch of mingling their 
ConjeCttures with all. Events, and 
 1mpoling their own Conceits. upon 
the Publick inſtead of Hiſtory ; | as 
Herrera, who ſays, that the' Duke 
of Parma did not do-the beſt he 
could: againſt the - Hollanders, to 
manage them with Policy. There 
is nothing more contrary to an 
+) _- Hi- 
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be 


Hiftorian's mind , ( who ought to 
be ſincere and faithful) than thoſe 
conjectures which are built in the 


Air, without aty Foundation, and 


all Diſcourſes grounded upon ma- 
ny conjectures, are either uncer- 


tain or frivolous, This s what 


mult be obſery'd in Tranſitions , 
in Circumſtances, and in the Mo- 
tives wherein the chief Art of a 
Narration conſiſts. This is alſo 
what muſt be regarged in its 0- 
ther parts, which are the Figures, 
che Paſſions, the Deſcriptions, the 
Jeet, the Reflections, or the 


Sentences; the CharaRters of Per- 


ſons, the Digreffions, and all that 
can enter in the Oeconomy of the 


Diſcourſe which Hiſtory ought to, 


be made of. 


XVI. 


Hiſtory makes uſe of Figures 


only to animate it ſelf : "The 


Speaker, who has a mind to im- 


poſe , ſpeaks always by Figures 
chat the Springs of his Art may 
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play the better - , but the Hiſtorian, 

whoſe mind is only to inſtru& , 

ought -to uſe them in another 

way. That very Simplicity 

which Truth requires in Hifiory, 

does not take that way of figu- 

rating » Which would injure its _ 
Candor and Ingenuity. (u) Lu- («) Zac. de 
cian , who is admirable every cr. Hu. 
. where elſe , is not here ſo —_ 
as againſt thoſe vain Ornaments 

of Eloquence, which are not con- 

venient for Hiſtory, If, ſays he, 

you lay on too many of them , 

you'll make it like Hercules, dreſt 

with his Miſtreſs's Cloathes ; 

which is the greateſt of all Ex- 
trayagancies. Ir is yer jels capable, 

continues he, of thoſe clear marks 

Poetry uſes, to cauſe thoſe moti- 

ons in mens hearts, by moving th 
Paſſions» That Hiſtory * which is 
candid and fincere, and does not 
deſign to impoſe upon me, ought 
to leave my heart free, to judge- 
the better of what it tells me. a 
loquence, which by its Character 
is ary Art that impoſes, may ſtea 
upon my Liberry, by ſtriving to 
h "Pq 00 


1 perſnade me againſt my will. But 
a an Hiſtory which fixes it ſelf pure- 
| . ly within. the Limits of Inſtrudi- 
on, cannot handſomely make uſe 


.ral coldneſs, and to render it leſs 
tedious. It is only by theſe means 
that Herodotus, Thucydides and Xe- 
nophon, keep upthe Reader's mind : 
And Saluſt, Livy and' Mariana, ne- 
ver uſe Figures to impoſe upon the 
Publick. . Tacitus. 1s not fo ſcrupu- 
Tous; he looks like a man who 
thinks of nothing but of dazling 
your Eyes : The boldneſs of his 

etaphors, and of his other Fi- 
_ gures,, make his Exprcfhons trou- 

(z) Ceſar ti- Hleſome and too high. (x) Ceſar 

4 paſs quinudi 1$ UPON another Exrream; Ir is a 

| Jun, ablque Diſcourſe naked, without Figures, 

| omniorntu unprovided of all Attire. It 1s 

. orarionts. Ce not bur that a figured Expreſſion, 
in Sat. + FT” | . 

made on purpole-, 'might pleaſe 
ſometiracs more than propet 


mages livelier , and more agree- 
able to- the mind , and gives 
{ſtrength and nobleneſs to the Di- 
RY | courle 


of Figures, no further than to 
cake from th2 Diſcourſe -its natu- 


words, becauſe ir makes the | 
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courſe ; and-there is a boldneſs of 
Style , provided it be wiſe and 
judicious, which is admitted in 

laces that want Life. Burt for 

igures,- to be well applied, . be 
ſure they be modeſt and familiar, 
not taking the flights of Poetry , 
or high Eloquence; Let them nor 


be, ſays Lucian, too bright, nor 


too, elaborate , unleſs in the” De- 


ſcription of a Bartel; or in a 
Speech , where an Hiſtorian may 


ſpread the Sails of his Eloquence, 
without ſoaring too high. if 


XVII 


- The Paſſions alſo make one of. The Paſſions. 


the great Ornafnents of the Nar- 
ration, when they are on purpole, 
and that they are trouch't judici- 
ouſly. The Truth is, thar they 
do not require that heat which 
ought to accompany the Stage : 
one muſt give them anorher Air; 
for they are nor to be acted, 
but rehearſed. An Hiſtorian may 
make his Diſcourſe ma: ; 
FO MN. 
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but he ought not to be paſſtonate 
himſelf. Fhatolare let him ſtu- 
dy men to the bottom , that he 
may lay open in his own mind 
the moſt private motions Paſhon 
is capable of raifing there , tha 
he may expreſs its trouble an 
diforder ; and that well applied, 
Is very agreeable in a Narration, 
Thucydides has treated that part 
better than Herodotus ; for he is 
. more eloquent, and more pathe- 
Cy) Diomſ, tick, as (y) Dionyſus Halycarneſſeus 
vr 1k ea ſays, 14 —_— has an 
Ty. more life, Hermogenes propounds 
de Vire, Serm. 4 irable Model of a render, 
affectionate , and paſſionate Nar- 
ration 1n the Death of Panthea , 
Queen of Suſiana, which is writ- 
ten in the Seventh Book of Fe- 
nophon's Cyrapedia. It is one of 
the fineſt places in that Author : 
All is fad in a touching Strain. 
Photius .afſures us, that Foſephus 
has a great Art in his Diſcourſe, 
to move the Saul by the Paſſh- 
(x)Aﬀetuseos ONS. (7) Buintilhan affirms, that 
przcipue, qui qylciores funr, nemo Hiſtoricorum Livio magis 
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"The Modeſt Critick 
Livy, of- all Hiſtorians, has moſt 


{ighnaliz'd himſelf by thoſe tender 
and delicate ways , whereby he 
has entertain'd the iweereſt moti- 
ons of the Soul: Aﬀectus es pre- 
cipue, gui dulciores ſunt, nemo Hiſio- 
ricorum Livio mags commendaut. 
Fabius, [. 10. c. 1, The Rape of 
the Sabins , thoſe tender moti- 
ons they ſhewd at that time 
to take the Arms out of the 
hands of the Romans , their Hus- 
bands , and of the Sabins, their 
Fathers ; the Death of Lucrena , 
Her Body expoſed ro Publick 
View, .to move the People to 
rebe}l againſt the Tarquins ; Yet- 
turia at her Son Caridlanus's Feet, 


to appeaſe his Fury , when he ' 


came to beſitege Rome ; Virginia 
ſtabbid by her Father ; che Go 
ſternation of Rome, after the Bat- 
tel of Canne; and a thowland o- 
ther ſuch things, touch't in his 
Hiſtory by the moſt render Ex- 
preſſhions imaginable, are fine Ex- 
amples thereof, And it is in thar 


Eliſterian you ought to ſtudy the. 


way of treating Paſſions as they 
© | ought 
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ought to be in Hiftory; for he a- 
nimates' himſelf only in the pla- 
ces where heat is requiſite. Ta- 
citus does not mind how to ma- 
nage his heat; he is always paſſh- 
onate ; and even thoſe Colours 
he uſes, are always too ſtrong : 
and becauſe he is ſtill roo full in 
ſome things, and that he does 


not Copy after Ine, he does 


not move ſo much. I ſay no- 
thing of the other Hiſtorians, the 
greateſt number of whom have 
not underſtood the Paſſions , nor 
the way they ought to. be repre- 
ſented in. It 1s a particular kind 
of Rhetorick , which requires a 
reat Senſe, and a very exadt 
nowledge of Morality. But, if 
we intend to pleaſe, let us be- 
ware of thoſe Dry Narrati- 
ons , Which arc void of the 


movny Jtzoaks which Nature 
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in moſt Hiſtorians, in making De- 
{criptions, has, in a manner, run 
down its uſe amongſt judicious 
people. Nothing .indeed is more 
& Childiſh, than a Deſcription roo 
- much poliſhd in a ſerious AH- 
flory. Young Authors run head- 
| Jong into it, without diſtin&i- 
' on: You cannot be too circum-! 
ſpet in the uſe thereof. The 
rinciple which is obſervable in 
It, is, T hat you mult uſe it no 
more than is neceffary .to 1llu- 
ſtrate . thoſe "things , the know- 
ledge whereof is effential to what 
you write. Such is the Deſcrip- 
tion of the Ile of Caprea, bb. 4. 
Annal. Tacit. For it denotes the 
Reaſon Tyberivs had to retire thi- 
ther toward the latter end of his 
, life, which renders it neceffary 
and being ſhort, eloquent, and 
poliſh'd , without any Superflui- 
' ty, one may fay, that it is as It | 
| . . ought | = 


| | That AﬀeCtation which appears The Deſeripti- 
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llo Fugurt, 


( b) Luc. de 
Hiſt. eonſer. 


ought to be: The Deſcription 
(a) Saluſk made of. the place 
where 7ugurtha was defeated by 
Metellus, ſerves to make one know 
the Fight beter: You 'may fee 
there the Vettue of ' rhe Roman , 
as well as the Experience. of the 
Numidian King, by the advantage 
he had taken in poſſefling- him- 
ſelf of the Hills: and. all the 
recital of the Baitel, is better un- 
derſtood, by that draught of the 
place which the Hiſtorian lays be- 
fore your Eyes, as well as the 
Pifture of that place ; where 
Hannibal fought » Minucius , Book 
22, Annal, Tivii, which is a-place 
well touchk'd.. Deſcriptions might 
again be allowd in, a great 4#- 
ftory, to make the Natration more 
pleaſing, provided they be firted 
well ' to the purpoſe ; and free 
from that , ſuperfluity which com- 
monly accompanies them, when 
givea by young Hiftorians: The 
delire they have to ghew their 
Parts that way, makes them fall 
in a pittiful childiſhneſs. Nay, 
(b) Lucian finds fault with the 
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Man fo judicious. The Deſcrip- 


P22", 0 Modeſt Critick 
too long Deſcription which Thu- 


cidides makes of the Plague of 
NS Ct ik i. 
15S FINTOTY ; An 15S, PET 

in the tight: 'for that Author x 
tho wiſe , runs into. a Narration 


| of thar Diſcaſe too particular : 


Bur that Critick has more rea- 
ſon, when he complains of that 
impertinent Hiſtorian of his Time, 
who took fo much delight im ma- 
king great Deſcriptions of Moun- 
rains, of Cities, of Batcels, which, 
he ſays, out-do in Coldneis, all 


. the Snows, and all the Ice of 


the North. And indeed, nothin 
is colder than a deſcription which 
is roo much ſtudied. The Ma- 
chines of War usd by Ceſar, are 
deſcribd in his Commentaries, 


| with a way of Circumſtances 


too great for {o mecanick a mat- 
ter as that is. That Commander , 
whoſe Reputation in the know- 
ledge of War, is eſtabliftid , 
ſeems to have a defire to be 
thought alſo a d Engineer ; 
it looks too much affe&ted for a 
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rioti of * Africa in the War of 
FZugurtha in . Saluſt, 1s - too. full of 


Circumſtances. There way no 
need of ſo many* to mark the. 
| Limits of the Kingdoms of- A- 


therbal and 7ugurtha,, which were 
then in diſpute : What need was 
thereto deſcribe all that Coun- 


-trey, and to make 2 diſtintion 


of the Manners of the People, * 
with ſo much particularity 2 De- 
ſcriptions muſt then be uſeful , 
exact, ſhort, elegant, never ſtudi- 
ed, having no harſhneſs in them, 
nor a vain deſire of making your 
Wit appear more than your Sub- 
zect, as your Deſcriptions may 


look well, as thoſe of Livy do: 


*twere fit you ſhould make him 
your Patcern. 


XIX. 


I] find the Maſters Opinions 
very much divided in thar Point. 
Herodotus , - Thucydides , and Xeno- 
phon , have fignaliz'd themſelves 
chicfly-by their Speeches ; Thucy- 


dides 
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- cretia, that fo he might excite the 


| ler Scipio ſpeak {o, much, th6 he &— 


has reaſon to do it, having al- 


JM - ways been his Companion in | 
J . War; (c) Ceſar is ſtill more ſpa- (c) InSermo». | 


ring; for he makes hardly any nibus eifiogene 
+, y aan, 
Specches ar all , pretending they 7, 1. 


are againſt rhe T ruth of ::iftory, nphon, Saluſti= 


and taking rather; the part .of «s nimii vi- 


_ writing, bare Memoires , that he denrur:8 cau- 
may ſeem plainer in his Dif- 


fa eft cur Ceſar 
: _ Commentar10s 
courſe. Dionyſins © Halycarnaſſeus ſcripfir, urid 


. Cauſes Brutus ro miake a long Ex- omurteter, in 


hortation upon the Death of Ly= 999 It labo- 
| rant. Ryſcrol.l.9. 


| hor; fubceltl. 
People ro Revenge ; and that O-.* 
ration Which he makes Yalerins 

to ſpeak upon the fitreſt form of 


> ol 


» .. "The Modeſt Critick Br 
-» "gides did better than any of them ; 


— 


— Af 


. Government in a State, Book 7 _—_, 
_ of tus Aiſtory, rd yery - tedious. M 
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7oſepbus, Appian, Dio Caſſius , and 

| Procopiys , are great Diſcoprlcrs , 

as well as: Thucydides and Xeno- 

phon., which took that Idea _of 

ſpeaking out of Homer : And in 

eruth, if we examine the grounds 

of thoſe Diſcourſes, and, above 

all, of; thoſe that are made: by 

Captains, to encourage the Sold1- 

_ ers:to fight, we ſhall find but lit- 

' (@) TregwTte- (1 ljkelthood in them. +(d) Tro- | 

> prehendit in | | 

” Tivo Salu- £45 reproaches Saluſt and Livy, 

Rtio,quod Con- with a great deal of reaſon , tor 

_ 1x the 1 arng 3 excel of $ recs 
os in their Hiſtories : And indeed a 

ND, thoſe Diſcoutſes they attribute to 


: % 4 


- dumexceſſe- great men, have bur a falſe look: 


rint. Zuſt.1.38. tor out of what Memoires could 
they have taken them ? Beſides, 

a Warrier don't ſpeak like one 

- that makes it his buſineſs to ſpeak 

e) Livim, in.publick. (e) So when Peri- 

= _ cles, 1n Thucydides, made'an Ora- 

ciones,*qux £101 in praile of his Soldiers that | 

nanquamabiis, had been defeated and kill'd by 

quibus ſunt at- the Bavtians : His Speech is feign- 

_ ed , as well as that which Car- 

. 1; line, in Saluſt, makes to the Con-= 
Scal.Poet. I. 1. *** 5 4 R Ge 

. ſprrators, which, in all probability, 

| | «> Was 


% 
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WAS ſecret , and not much ſtndi- 


þ- * | "WE Bei 
ed. This is pattly what (f 1. Be- (f)'Be L 2 


Thucydides , who was judicious , - 


ny ſays, to improve that miſtake. 


took care of that in his laft 


| Books, where he makes fewer 
Speeches | than. in the firſt. Bur 


It is a Natural Leffon; for: we 


never write an Hiftory, but we 


bring in.thoſe that have a ſhare 
in it, to make them ſpeak ; be- 


© cauſe nothing gives more vigour 
to a Narration , which is apt to 


grow. cold by a Difcourſe roo 
much poliſhed. There is then 
a medium to be taken: A ſmall 
Diſcourſe made on purpote in an 
Hiſtory, by one that bears a Cha- 
rater fit to. make it, being alſo 
well ſuited ro the Perſon and Sub- 
ject under hand, may pleaſe, be- 


- 1ng pur in its. due place. Bur 


thoſe formal$Speeches at the Head 
of an Army ready to engage, 
and thoſe Deliberations of a te- 
dious prolixity, which are -made 
upon thoſe ' butinefles that are 
ipoken of,. are almoſt our of -ta- 
ſhion in good Hiſtories : And the 

Fs G 2 Wwe 


ded ted at IE ou - hy 
I 5 
A " - bs: 
* 
Ly 
3 | 
| 3 
, 
oy » 
- « 


"_"_ _ RE Ct 5 _—_— 
q SEE 8 OT of 3 eeteet) Fl ix dis ie bee ie he REES Chew MEE bh, ans , 
z ET Oe IY © . SO» y x23 Ve oe tC IaLiAS 4 Mc al BY Fg bs , 4. OMG> wad] ak ha) - _ : "0 " n 
pj AQ > % . Fa . s oy $200 8" 3 he 7 4 t A Ip NETS Lo , SOL FCS 2. Pp nd I ee oaths 
: 4 : 919 ag Þ:7 $1 "a6: » ». a 4 b, at 
s « « f , *1 þ "5 by ON. . « , by ll ' T bs F : _ ; ba 
- | q of ” - J , . & 2 
+24 k ' ; , 
y | d-'4 . Th 7 [ * 7 £4 : 
J © 
- ” Co 
4 * 
- 


wiſeſt chuſe to make their Heroe 
ſpeak things in few words, with-- 


out engaging. themſelves to ſay 


- ſer Speeches; 'as Livy, in the be- 


pinning of his Hiſtory, has done 
y the Embaſladors which Ro- 


mulus - ſent to his} py 607 
peeches 


The moſt part of Saluſt's 
are very. fine, bur neyer to the 
purpoſe ; for nothing is finer 
than Marius's Speech : It is the 
beſt Moral LeQure in the World 


upon Nobility ; all is reaſonable 


in it ; and Antiquity has few of 


that Strength, to perſuade People - 


to embrace Vertue ; but ir 1s ſet 


in a wrong place ; and the way 


that he makes Cato and Ceſar give 
their Opinion in the Senate, how 
great ſoeyer it be, is not made 
proportionable to the reſt of his 
Hiſtory. Of that number is the long 
Diſcourſe Dio makes in the 56th 
Book of his Hiſtory , in praiſe of 
Marriage , and of a Batchelor's 
Lite. Bur on the contrary, there 
is nothing firmer than Yyberius's 
Speech upon the Reformarion of 
Luxury, Tacit, , 3. Annal, No Ht- 


ftarian 


» 


The Modeſt Critich. 3% 
ſtorian ever made a Prince ſpeak 
with more Dignity. The Speeches 
of Agrippa hd of Mzcenas to Au- 
guſius, wherein the one adviles 
him to quit the Empire, and the 
other to keep it, are extream fine 
in Dio Caſſwis ;, but they are fo. 
long, that they take up all the 
524 Book. In fine, to finiſh this _ 
Article, I am for (g) Cicero's Ad- (4) De Thucy- | 
vice, who ſpeaking of the Dif © Orationes 
courſes of Thucidides, ſays wiſely ,-(iirlaudare 6 
'T find them very fine , and 1 could leo: ſed imitari 
not do ſo well if I would, nor would P<que poſlim 
T7 do it if 1 could; which is all 7 j<mneque 
- that can be well ſaid upon that gm. Prove oth 
Subje&; For , in fine , Speakers clar. Orar, 
.are always ſubje& to be tedious : 
And Boccalinus is very pleaſant , 
who condemns ant Old Man to 
. the Pennance of reading one of - 
Guichardin's Speeches , becauſe he 
had read a Madrigal, with his 
 SpeQacles, upon Mount Parnaſſus. 


Gig-.-. 


85 


The Chara&fers 
poof. Per ſons. 


(b) Explicen- 
tyr homt:um 
iplorum non 
loium res ge- 
itz, fed vica ac 
natura. Cc. 
I. 2. de Ofar. 
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XX 


Pi&ures are a great Embel- 
liſhment in Aiſtory , when well 


drawn; but Romances have ſpoil'd 


that way; for we make too: ma- 
ny, and thoſe ſuch as do not well 
rciemble : We loſe time in de- 
ſcribing ,, after our own Fancy , 
the Air of the Perſon : but this. 
is not the thing (þ): For what 
does it fſignifie to. me to. know 
whether Hannibal had good Tecth, 
provided that his Aiſterian fhew 


| m# the greatneſs of his Genius 


that he trew mc 'a bold and an. 


- active. S$piric , vaſt Thoughts, a 


5 
(7) Libr. 21. 
&Ananal. 


ſtour Heart; and. all thar anima- 
ted by an extream Ambition , 
and ſupported too. by 'a ſtrong 
Conftirution , as (3)' Livy has de- 
ſcribd it? $o Saluſ gives me a 
great Opinion of Catiline, by the 


Picture. he makes of him ar the 


beginning of his Eiſtory : And 


when I ſee that defperate Soldier 


raiſe Armies in his Cloſet, go up 
PLE.» f Bi. 1 ro 


"RT! 


| The Modeſt Critich, 
to the Senate with a Silence that 
thews- his Refolution to affront 
the Conſul ; to hear, unconcern'd, 
his InyeRives ; to, put Rome in 
 Allarm, to make 7taly tremble ; 
to dare at hlſt what no Particu- 
Jar. ever durſt ; I am nor fur- 
.prizd, after the Deſcription the 
Hiſtorian has made me of him: 
F fee a Man of Reſolution, who 
ſtirs all things, without being 


- ſeen, becauſe he had taken well 


. his meafure. Pompey is far off 
with the |beſt Troops of the 
Commonyealth; tied by a trouble- 
ſome, tho neceſſary War ; Rome 


fall of Factions People, the Pro-- 


yinces full of Malecontents: there's 
a general Diſorder in the Common- 


wealth, through a Deluge of Vice 


which overwhelm'd it; and eve- 
ry thing favours Catilize's Deſign , 


' in the Corjundture” he found of - 


puttmg tt in execution, So one 
may gueſs what might happen 
of the War 'of Atherbal and 7u- 
gurtha , after Saluffs Deſctiption 
of the Geniugs* of both ; that I 
know to the bottom Sy and 
57 \ We. - a 
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Marius, according to the Jdea he 
has worn me of them, and that 
I rake pleaſure to ſee, ifluing 
from | their Spring which - that 


Hiſtorian has diſcoverd unto me, + 
the Sequel of 7ugurtha's great A- 


| Rtions, who gave ſo great diſtur- ' 


bance ro the Romans , after the 
Image he has drawn of that Cap- 
tain. It 1s in that manner that 
the Ancients have mix d in their 


. Hiſtories thoſe kind of Pictures of 


the Perſons they defign'd to re- 
preſent, to diſtinguiſh them from 
athers; which 1s of great Orna-' 
ment in a Fiece, when done op- 
portunely : For after a Character 
1s well cſtabliſh'd by thoſe Efſen- 
tial Features, which make a di-” 
ſtinCtion of it, all goes on a great 
cal better; all things are. berter 
underſtood in the Narration : 
Bur .it is a Maſter-piece, tro hit 
that Reſemblance, which conſiſts 
quly in ſingular and impercepti-_ 
ble Features, which alone expreſ- 
ſrs Nature, and which one hard- 


ly meets with, unleſs he fearches 


the hearts, and unwraps all their - 
| —_ folds, 
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' | folds, that he may well know 


- What is hidden, Bur what ſtrength 
of Spirit, and what acuteneſs is 
requiſite for that purpoſe 2 Theſe 
things-that follow .are to be ob- 


ſerv'd in. it : Firſt, the. Picture 


ought to be. real; and this was 
Xenophon's miſcarriage in the Pi- 
Qure he' made of Cyrus, where- 
in he gave nothing but the Idea 
of an feroe, Secondly , it ought 
to reſemble : in that Tacitus = 


| . Not been exa& .cnough, minding 


to follow rather his Genius, than 
to imitate Nature ; ſeeking more 
to make a good Picture, than to 
jive. the reſemblance , provided 
that his Pictures pleaſe ; as that 
of Sejanus, lib. 4. Annal. He cares 


f 


but little whether they refemble- 


ot not ; for he makes him a 
' great deal worſe than he is, if 
we may believe Paterculus , who 


praiſes him much. Thirdly, an 


Author ought to. make only the 
Pictures of . Perſons of Conſe 
nence : There Saluſt miſtook in 
the Repreſentation 'of Semproma , 
who makes but an indifferent. Fi- 
| : gUre 
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oure in Catilin?'s Conf} gave Bur 
_ alktho roo munch time otght nor 

to be. __ in painting the Ex- 

. ternal Parts of the Perfon , yer 

he may do it in fome cafes, when 

that may ferve to make the Ge- 

nius of thofe you ſpeak of better 

"AO — _ tndeed ” are 
(e) Lucretiam ſeyeral ways of painting : (k) Lz- 
--xppeatu vio »y, ſpeaking of Lucretia , ſo fair 
Juxuque ſed fo her Husband's Eyes , without 
deditam lanz 1MeEnrioning any thing of her Face, 
incer Ancillas pains only her Virtue, and gives 
venjunt. 1. 1 one word , the greateſt Idea 
Anal, _ that can be given of an honeſt 
Woman. Tacitus paints Tyberius 

only by hs Adﬀtions ; that way 

the makes him to be known- 

(2) Oppreſlitin (7)* Lampridins makes a right Pi- 


Triclini1s Pa- Gurre the Emperonur Heltogaba= 


raſytos ſuos 


= violis & flori- #s, faying, that he ſtifld his Pa- 
 - bus, ficur ani- rafttes in h 


ut 2 eaps of Flowets, after 
_ alqui Je - had drown'd them with 
Lemy, ine. Wine : Procopius paints the Em- 
7 x preſs Theodora by her Galtamries : 
drinking bour 1s ſufficient to 
the Hiſtorizn that writes Yenceflaus's 
Life,. to draw the Pifure of that 
Empcrour; who causd, fays ee 
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his Cook to be put 'upon the 
Spit , and roaſted , becauſe he 
had 111 roaſted a Pig which that 
moons Ba a mind to eat. Bur 
the beſt way of painting , is to 
diſcover the Gras Gables the 
heart , which makes the Perſon 
better known. Ir is from thence 
only that you ought to take thoſe 
Features which e a diſtinCtion, 
that you may, give a Character 
' raisd from: its own ground. All 
the - reſt' ought to be little ac- 
counted of in a ferions Hiſtory , 
which can endure nothing bur. 
what 1s judicious. TI. ſhould- not 
like alſo thoſe Piftures which 
are copied , and taken here and 
there,” as 1a Mariana; thoſe he 
oy = oy Tacitus c Fes => | _— 
that of Walſtein, in (m) Sarraſin ,(m) 4 French 
which. is made up, for the moſt Author, A | 
part, of the fineſt Piftures-in An- GENET 2 
tiquity. You ought nor to. lofe copirac. 
time in Copies, when: you draw 
after *rhe Life , and when you 
think of making an Original. . 
After all is done, Hiſtory 1s the 
faichfulleſt Picture of thoſe you _ 
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_” of; nothing ſhewing* their 
haracter better than the continu- 
ation of their Aftions. 


RX. 


"The RefleSios There is much to be ſaid up- . 
ad Sentences, ON that Article, which makes all 
the delight of Aiſtery, when deli- 
cately done: but there are many 
miſtakes to be avoided in this 
Point, where you can never uſe 
roo much Simplicity. Aenophon , 
Polybius, and Tacitus, are full of 
Reflections ;. Thucydides , Saluft , 
and Ceſar , are more reſery'd. 
What Party muſt an Author 
chuſe amongſt ſo great Examples 
of ſo. different. a Condu&t , and 
: in ſo important a matter. And, 
in truth , the Beauty which #Hi- 
ſtory hopes - for from that kind of 
Ornament , requires to be ma- 
nag'd with exact judgment: For, 
in fine, a man quits the Chara- 
Ger of an Hiſtorian , who ought 
co tell naturally, what he has to 
_ ſay, without mingling, mal 2 pro- 
_ FR Toy 


1 The Modeſt Critch, 93 © 


hos , his own Conceits with it, 


when he moralizes upon all forts | 


of things , turning, without di- 
ſtinction , the Adventures which 
offer themſelves, great and ſmall, 
into curious and Political Refle- 
ftions. Nothing alſo is more .ca- 
pable of adulterating Truth, or, 
at leaſt , of perplexing it, than 


thoſe fine thoughts , which ſome. 


Authors ſhuffle in out of their 
own brains, and which a Reader 
often has not Wit enough to di- 
ſtinguiſh from the ground of. H:- 
- ſtory. "It is then Wiſdom in an 
Author to have no frivolous Fan- 
cies of his own; to play the Phi- 
loſopher's part indifterently upon 


every thing that preſents ir ſelf 


before him ; as Ammianug Marcel- 
 linus,, who ads too much like a 
Philoſopher, by an AfﬀeCtation of 
appearing Learned, which is bur 
little underſtood. Livy goes on 
his way, ſtopping at nothing ; 
he ſays what &e knows of the 
things he ſpeaks of , and leaves 
the Reader ar liberty ro make 
Refletions , without preyenting 


hun 
\ 


Tas, nonleves 


oz. The Modeſt Critick, © 

him . with his-own: and when 
he does it, it is only with few 
5 words, bur Noble and Great; 
| (=) Deos efſe (®) as what he lays of the Crime | 
| non negligere and Puniſhment of Appins , who 
humana,ſu- had ſtollen away Yirgmia. . It is a 
perviz & cru- eat Gift. in' an Author , to 

. delitari,& 11 ſe- | 4 0 OY 
; know how to furniſh his Rea- 
| peenas venire, ders With Matrers. to apply their 
' Fg. Amal. Minds to, to draw Conlequences, 
| and to giye what Air he plea- 
ſes to the things related: All 
Readers. will have their liberty 
to think what they pleaſe upon 
what 1s preſented to them, with- 
'-out being pre-engag'd ; and. the 
uſe of that liberty is one of the 
«mm delights -he takes in rea- 
ing. Let us then retrench thoſe 
deep and abſtracted Refleftions, if 
we mean to pleaſe; - not labour- 
ing after much Spruceneſs in 
what we write : Let us be more 
natural and candid; Let us fay 
the Truth, withour. commenting 
upon it,, if our Wit be ſtrong e- 
nough to bear it; Let us, aboye 
all things, forbear ro moralize. 
upon - Fortune , and her Uncon- 
+= ſtancics, ' 


E-5 


OO The Modeſt Critick' | 


ſtancies , a thing ſo common in 
- Books ; Let us not afict thoſe 
Sententious Expreſfions ,, which 
have: roo much Gayity and Or- 
'Nament; Let us - renounce thoſe 
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W itciciſms, and falſe Sentiments, 


which Authors of a ſmall Geni- 
us jingle with, If we mix in 
our Diſcourſe ſome Reflections , 
let them. be as natural as may 
be, and ſuch as ariſe from the 
Subje&t it ſelf; ler them never 
be roo fine, -nor too elaborate ; 


let them be more ſolid , tho les - 


- ornamental ; -let them look more 
like the Arguments .of a wiſe 
Politician, than the AﬀeQation of 
an” Orator ; (o) Let him. be nei- 
ther too frequent, nor too loofe., 
but woven, as one may fay, in 
the Body of your Work: In fine, 


| Tet: them never have that lofty 


(o) Curandutit 
ne lentenrize- 


' mineant extrd 


Corpus Orarios 
nis expreſlz, 
Petr. 


look.\of Refletions , which give 


an -1}1 Opinion of him har 
makes them. Ir is in that thar 
Tacitus, Machiavel , Paulus Fowins, 
Damla, and moſt part of the Ita- 
lians and Spanards,, are excelhive. 
Bur lec none adyenture ro make 

thoſe 
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tcn falſe, becauſe his Morality is 
| | not 
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thoſe curious Refleftions of Pol:- 


"9. and Morality, unleſs he knows 
th 


e Man entirely, the Illuſtons of 
his Spirit, .and the Weakneſs of 
his Mind. It is only by that 
knowledge «that good , Hiſtorians 
are diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe of a 
middle Rank , as Plutarch in his 
Lives. Saluſt., tho unafteQed , 


preaches too much againſt. the 


Cortupfions and HI Manners of 
his own Time ; he is always an- 
gry with his Countrey, and al- 
ways diflatisfied with the Govern- 
ment: he gives too bad an Opi- 
nion of the Commonwealth, through 


his Inve&tives, and his RefleQtions , 
upon the Luxury of Rome. In 
truth , cho there is nothing falſe _ 


in what he ſays, yet he runs out 
of his firſt thoughts. So Dawula 
would make fewer Speeches, - did 


he but remember that he 1s an - 
. Hiſtorian. It is neceflaty to un- 


derſtand Morality well,-to make 


juſt Refleftions ; For true Mora- - 


= is the ground of good Policy. 
Therefore Tacituss Policy is of- 
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hot true - eirher he- makes Men. 
appear too much corrupted; or 
he is not candid enough himi- - 


ſelf: Fhere is nothing ratural 
commonly in his Refleftions, be- 
cauſe nothing is innocent in 
them; he envenoms, and gives 


aft ill turn to every thing: He 


has 4 that means ſpoild many 
People, who imitate him in that 


. Afticle , not being -able to do it 


a 


of Conjecure 5 is ape to degene-_ - 
OR rare 


in any other. And this muſt be 


obſefy'd upon the uſe 1of Refle- 


Ctions in Feftory. A: Senterice may 


be put in the Mouth of a Cha- 
racer fit ro, ſpeak © Sentences. : 


Mariana, as well as Strada , do 


not ſeem to manage that well: 
People alſo have no great affe- 
ion for thoſe ſtiff men which 
never yield to any thing , and 
who, to make. what they ſay 


ſeem more” impottant ; multiply 


Sentences upon Setitences , Refle- 
tions upon -Refleftions '; and by 
a- ridiculous Grayity , will ſcent 
Gatos in fmall trifies. The too 
great ſubtilty in thoſe tefinings 
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| - Digreſſims. 


The Modeſt Critick, © 
; rate in a falſe delicacy ; and Re- 


ions are good only. when they 
leaſt appear to be ſo. 


» «© 3 & 8 


Di reffions have -alſo their a- 
greeableneſ(s, when they are made 
in fit times, and that they have 
nothing too wide, nor too looſe, 


. becauſe it gives to a Natration a 


Variety ſo neceffary. to make it 
agreeable ; but they ought to be. 
wiſely mixed. An Author is apt 
to -err when he goes from his. 
Subject; for one whoſe head. is 
not ſtrong enough changes eaſt- 
ly ; and to quit your matter, 
without precaution., to ſeek Ad- 
ventures, and carry your Rea- 
der abroad , does not belong. fo. 
much to an Hiſtorian » as to. a 
Writer of Adventures, who ſticks 
upon every thing he tinds to ſtuff 
up his Relation. He takes Ci- 
ties, he fights Battels, he- fands 


Adventures every. where; as Herc- 


detus, who continually goes rom, 
ws is 


© The Modeſt Critick, 


his Text ; by his too ftequent 
atid often ford Digreffions ; th6 
he rook Example by Homer, who 
Is. indeed a great Maſter ; for 
tho he ſoars often ; he goes ne- 
yerthelefs ſtratt enough to his 
Mark , without loſing time in 
things our of feaſon. Thucydides 
has a better Order than Herodo- 
ts; ' he confines himfelf ſtriftly 
to his Subject : The Confpiracy 
of Harmodis and Ariſtogyton, in 
the Sixth Book, is one of thoſe 
Narratiots wherein he has ex- 
celFd- moſt. Xenophon endeavours 
_ to imitate him : If he forgets 
himfelf ſometimes, - as he has 
done , ib; 5. of the Hiſtory of 


Cyrus, in the Adyentufe concern- - 


ing Paithea, yet that Adventure 
- has a'natural Relation to the Bo- 
ay of his Hiſtory; Panthea ha- 
Ving been taken. by Cyrus, in the 
Overthrow of the A{frians,. and 


| Abradatus,” her | Husband y by that 


means coming. to Cyrus fide; and 


becoming one of the chicfeſt of 


his Army. The plain Truth is, 


F would not be rcſponſtble for 
EE Ra 
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the other Digreffions of that Au- 
thor, which are not quite ſo well 
coupled ro his Subje& in his o- 
 (p) Pahbius & ther Works. (p) Polybius has fre- 
' Sahflis ia quent: Digreſhons upon Policy , 
| peccarumt, ur knowledge of. Arms, and upon 
| Hnullamun- *rhe ] aws of Hiſtory ,, which do 
Wi not appear very : neceflary.: $a- 
dum digred+ luſt ſometimes commits the: ſame + 
untur,@c. Ex Fault , wherein a Modern Cr1- 
Sebaft, Mcr. tick blames: them both. Photius 
raiſes much the Digreffion of 
zonyſius Halycarnaſſeus., lib. 7. to 
deſcribe the Conſequence *.of A- 
riſtodemus's Tyranny. The Que- 
ſtiori about . the Phoenix, hb. 6.. 
Annal. Tacit. upon the news which 
came to Rome, of a Phoenix which 
had appear'd in Egypt, under the 
Reign of Tyberius, 1s according to 
the Rules of a juſt Digrefſion : 
The Queſtion is examin'd by 
' the ſeveral Opinions. of the Na- 
_ turaliſts upon that Bird ; his Qua- 
lities, his Shape, all is deſcrib'd 
there in few words, A Digreſſi- 
on of that kind ſet in a due 
lace, is ot great Ornament to a 


Nartation , and that _ 
| PUT, 


ſpur the | Curioſity of a Reader, - 


and to rouze his Spirits. No- 
thing alſo ' in Mariand's Hiſtory 
contributes ſo much to that Air 
of greatneſs which it has, as the 


Art which he has of bringing 1n- 


to it, by way of Digrefſion , all 
that has happen'd conſiderable in 


the World, 6f admirable inefa- ' 
_ bulous Ages, of remarkables in _ 


Greece, in Sicily , in the Roman 
Empire; a pretty particular Ac- 
count of the Commonwealth of Car- 
thage , which is no where <clſe 
better than it is there, the Sieges 
of Saguntus : and Numancia , the 
-. Paſſage of Hannibal into Ltaly , 
the Series of Emperours , -the 
Birth of Chriſtzanity, the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel , the Conquelts 
of the Arabians, and many other 
things which look great, He has 
a Genius which is altogether for 
_ great matters , which hangs al- 
ways ſome way or other to the 
Spaniſh Hiſtory, No Hiſtorian ever 
honour'd his Countrey ſo. much 
by yh Work; for he has given. 
his Countrey the Honour. of e- 


3 very 
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very great thing that was ever 
_ done inthe World. Bur as there 
are bur few Spirits ſtrong enough. 
to follow the Stream of an, #- 
ſtory, without taking breath, and 
tying themſelyes up to their Sub- 
je, without going out of it ; 
ſo there arc few Hiſtornans but 
will ſometimes forget themſelves, 
by doing the contrary in their 
Ligreffions. I will not take the 
pains tq mark them.; they every 
where occur ; nothing being ſcar- ' 
cer than that exact ſenfe, which 
knows how to apply it {elf to.its : 
_ Subjett: I ſhall only fay, that 
-@) Nibil m- C0) Lay has ſhunn'd nothing with 
| hus quzfirum pore care than thoſe by-ways 
a principio 7. | 9v4n” ia" | 
hujus opzris, Which led him from his matter, 
quam ur plus AS himſelf | declares It , nothing 
| Juſtgavrerum hejng leſs judicious. But in our 
| came decle Hiorions the fame ridiculous hu 
- tiuſque di- Mour may till be found, which 
ſtinguendo o- (7) Lucian met with in his time, 
pera, legentl- in rhem that wrote the Parthian 
bus veluri di- W.3r, who. mix'd in their Nart- 
vericula que- 2-2 Fs mn gs"; » x. 
rerem, /.9, © Tations the fooliſheſt rhings in the 
Annal. World, to render them more di- 
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| S 3 Gf +3 p | 5 ; 


< + 1 «Fe , En WERE Latte ok; thy; bt » $54 p an ad. $3 "- i 44 8 IR 1 
5 ; ffi - : WA a . Cs ARR 
+ - - 5 « bs C * Is 
Þ riHe þ | 
> o 
1 he Ll . c 
, 


to Countrey, from Age to Age, 

from, one Adyenture to another , 

without aft ditinion. You 

muſt then. lay it down as a cer- 

cain and indiſpenſable Rule, That 

Digrefſions ought to be conneCt- 

_ ed always, by ſomewhat or other, 

'to the Principal Subje& in hand, 

as (5) that Judicious Hiſtorian we (*)Scatuitnon - 

= of juſt now has always done ; **!0ger 2 
nd you ought to examine well, gore It 

whether in the bottom they have hzrent rebus, 

no natutal antipachy ; for if they Lic. l. 39. An» 

have, they are nor fir to be nsd , "4 4 

for nothing is more effential to the 

 Digrefſion , than the Afﬀinity ic 

ought to have with the Subject - 

T he great Secret is, to know ex- 

atly how far ic ought to go; 

for it has its Natural Limnts , 

which ate not to be pafſed. That * 

which renders the Proportion dif- 

ficult, is, that the Extent of chem 

ought nor always to be the ſame; 

* for it muſt be great or ſmall, 

more or leſs, according to the 

Relation it has to the chief part 

of Hiſtory ; and the making a 

right | Judgment here , is the: 
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Rock upon which all Hiſtorians 

daſh; for there are few which in | 

their Digreſſions exceed nor due | 

| bounds, it being the greateſt. di- _ | 

ficulty to keep them exatly, and | 
ro rule themſelyes. In that there 
is a great deal to be aid againſt 
Mariana , who in the" Wpinning 
of his Hiſtory has - taken many 
- ways to artive' at his Point: 
He has need of an Apology up- 
on that , which ] do nor pro- 
tend to juſtifte him 1n. he 
only Model a Writer -may pro- 
Ft) Urquz- paſe to himſelf in this, 1s (t) Li- 
| ere libeatquizy, who would not have left the 
| 442" Roman Hiſtory to tell his Mind up- 
| cum Alexandro ON the Succeſs of Alexander's Arms, 
forer b:llatum, had he come into taly, without 

fururus fuerit, great precautions ,. and ſatisfying 
4mgl.1.9- the Reader's mind with ample Ex+ 
| _ cuſes.: The Diſcourſe he makes up- 
on It is. very curious, and nor at all 
out of ſcaſon, TY | 


—— 
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Hiſtory ought to' be Eloquent, Zloquence fy _ 
and. not tedious: .In tae” only in Hitary WW 
. irs Art conſiſts; that is its com- 
.mon Effet. Bur there is an ex- 
traordinary Effet, known but by 
few people, to ſay nothing , tha 
true, but. what has the. Air. of 
Truth', to gain Credit -in the 
moſt difficult things to be belie- 
ved. . Eloquence, which knows 
how. to give to-things the Air 
which may render them accept- 
able, ought to be employ'd about 
it. And the ſetting of things in 
that admirable Order , which 
makes them probable, is its 
chiefeſt work ; Ihe Matter is gi- 
ven to the Hiſtorian im Memores, 
which People furniſh him with; 
bur it is his buſineſs to lay them - 
rogether, and to do it well : He 
uſt nor think fo much what 
he ſays, as to the manner of ſay- 
210g it; for in this, as in all other - 
parts of Eloquence, the Method 
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is all; That is properly the uſe 

the Hiſtorian ought to make of E- 
 Ioquence, which alone ſers every 

thing in its place. Ir is the grear 

() Thucydides Artifice of Thucydides, ſays (u) Ci- 
omnesdicendt ,,, which has ſurpaſfd all the 


CO other Hiſtorians by his Eloquence. - - 


| Cw) Tito Li- (w) Quintillian ſpeaks of that of 


ui mirz fa- [ivy with admiration. Ir is only 


”, cundizviro, by "that admirable Quality that 


Fab. 1.8:G I thoſe Two Great Men have di- 
| ſinguiſhd themſelves ſo much 
from the Commonalty of other 

. Hiſtorians ; for it is Eloquence 
. which gives a man the way of 
cxp_ himſelf, He perſuades 
{t, who explains himſelf in the 
cafieſt manner ; it is perſuaſion, 
only which gives to things that = 
colour of Truth , which they 
have by no other way but by 
that turn which is given them, 
and þy the light they are ſet in. 
So nothing is more cloquenc than 
the Picture Saluſt makes of the 
Condition which Rome was in, 
when Catilme took up the De- 
fien of making himſelf  Mafter 
of it: And when that admirable 
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Author repreſents the Common- 
wealth corrupted through Luxu- 
ry and Avarice, weakned under 
the 


the weight of its own greatneſs; ' 
they are the fineſt Exprefſions - 
- Which can . be found in Hiſtory: - 
It is in thoſe Images your Art 
"muſt ſhew it (elf, if you haye. 


any ; and the Hiſtorians of the 
firſt Rate are full of them. Ir 
is that Eloquence which ought 
io be mix'd with Hiſtory , to a- 
nimate it with its flame and Spi- 
rit ; for without it all .is but 
languiſhing : and thoſe ſeveral 
turns one ought to embelliſh a 
Narration with , to make it a- 
greeable ; all the Art of ,Tranſt- 


tions, thoſe ſo tender and paſſho- 


nate motions which go to the 
heart , that Connexion of the 
moſt Memorable Adﬀions ; that 
ordering of Circumſtances , . and 


thoſe Embelliſhments which raiſe. 


the Admiration, are nothing but 
the Effedts of that {ingular Elo- 
' quence which 1s proper to Hi- 
ſtory, which ought ſomerimes to 


' Faile it (elf, and ſoar aloft, when 
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j bccaſion- requires it. But-it is the | 
4 Effet of an Hiſtoriar's Judgment, - 
.to diſtinguiſh . choſe places. A 
kind of Eloquence did rule over 
the Greeks and the Romans too, 
in the Speeches of thoſe which 
were to ſpeak, which was only 
meer Oftentation , ſhewing the 
Wir of the Hiſtorian, rather than 
the Truth of Hiſtory ; and in that 
theAuthors thoughtrather roamuſe 
the people, than to inſtru them, 
Thar Eloquence is out of faſhion 
among the wiſe Moderns , be- 
LE cauſe it had an affeted way ; 
2.1... and thoſe who have any mr ba 
| Fa)Saluſlein | ] har i m 
Bello Fugur- Ent , love only what is natu 
Fhe Prefaces, of (x) Salut 


thim & Catili. al. 
narionihilad Which are great Diſcourſes , full . 
+ ore Pr- of Senſe , and very Eloquent , 

pile aſ]s ſeem to me of that kind ; They 
eſt, Fab. 1. 10. are common places, without any 
C. 8. reference to his Hiſtory. ; That 
'- 0) HabeoVo- Author, perhaps, ' had fome Re- 


yg ren ſerve, which he made uſe of itt 
| ligereſaleo times of need; as (y) Tully did, 
| cum-aliquod according to his own Confeſſion, * 
ouſyexupn T have always, fays he, a Vo- 
| Inſtiruiad At- Jymme of Prefaces ready againſt I 
A Fenn 1, 16.p.6. Cr AF DEE es 38 6 haye 
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have need of *em. I would not 
have ſuſpected him of ſo much 
precaution , had -nor he him- 
ſelf bragg'd of it. That may 
be good tor an Orator that ſpeaks . 
| always publickly , and” has not + 
always leiſure to prepare him- 
ſelf; bur it is not to be-endurd 
in Hiſtory , where. the Author is 
Maſter both of himſelf 'and his 
Time- For, to conclude, all 
thoſe Diſcourſes , tho neyer ſo 
fine of themſelves , ceaſe to be 
ſo, as ſoon as they are out of 

| their places, and as ſoon as any 
Aﬀe&ation appears :- And this 1s 
what may be ſaid upon the Elo- 
quence of Hiſtery, * 


XXLY. 


There. may alſo be other Or- The other Onae 
. naments' fit to be -put in Hiſtory , prog: wigs 
ro make it more pleaſant, &i- ig, 
ther when it is dull, and when 
It is too plain, by over-long Nar- 
rations, Which are too much like 
one another : bur, of thoke Or- 
RN, £ Namecrits, 


=_7T 
naments,,' the moſt a 
not 'always' the moi 
All is not Gold that litters. 
Mind that. 
» not take delight' in too much 
finery;; and that oughr to en-* 
gage a Learned Man to manage 
thoſe Ornaments without Pro- 
digality, and accommodate him- 
ſelf to | mens Capacity , which 
great a brightneſs dazles ; 
beſides that thoſe 
crowded one upon another, ſur- 
riſe more than they 
here are hidden ones , which 
give greater ſatisfaftion to curious 
people ; and thd they. efcape o- 
thers notice, they do 
theirs; you may every moment 
diſcover new Charms which up-._ 
hold them, and which are la-_ 
ſting, more than thoſe which 
ve -but a glaunce, and die. 
hoſe kind of - Ornaments con- 
fiſt. ſomerimes of eloquent or wit- 
in a mann:r 
and: caſt an-.un- 
& on the -places 
they are put in ; whereof here 
are 


ty turns , 
are ſurprit1 
look'd for 


ent ate 
effenttal : . 


A 


up. does : 


Ornaments 


pleaſe. 


not eſcape 
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are ſome -Examples:: Porſenna ; 


| King of Clujium, belicges - Rome : 


C. Mutius, moy'd with the dan- 
cr he ſees his Countrey,in by 
ſo cloſe a Siege , goes into 'Por- 
ſenna's Camp , kills his Secretary- 
cloſe by him, thinking to have 
killd him: [The Murtherer is 
ſeisd ; they order a Pan of fre 
'to be brought., to force him to 
declare his Aﬀeciates by the For- 
. ment of the fire. at Young 
' Man, full of Courage, .in c 
Blood, puts his hand in the fire, 
and without any alteration in his 
Countenance , ler it -be quite 
burnt upon the hot Embers ; 
fpoaing 1n this manner to the * 
ng: 


(z.) See how thoſe that are (x) Sentias 
pofſeft with true Glory, deſpiſe their 9uam vile cof« 


own Carcaſs. That tpoken with a 


pus fit us, quf 


firm Countenance. alters the face am y 
of things; the Murtherer , tho Liv.l.2. Anal. 


abominable and odious., caſts an 
admiration on the Spirits of them 
that: wexe preſent; they look up- 
on him. with Reſpe& , and they 
ſend him home with Praiſes , in 
the ſane moment that they-were 

| pre-. 
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preparing to. make him end his 
Lit in cruel Tortures, A refo- 
lute word only makes that 
change. ; and ſuch a word well 
placd , is a great Ornament in 


a: Narration, and has a marvel- 


lous Effe&t. So upon FPabins's. re-. 
taking Tarentum , Hanmbal , th& 
vanquiſh'd , ſpoke this fine Say- 
ing, which look'd as tho he had - 
ſtjll been vicorious, praiſing him- 
ſelf, to raiſe his :Enemy : the 


-more: * The Romans, ſaid he, 


have alſo at laſt their Hannibal, 
That was a proud way of ſub- 
mityng himſelf. "Thoſe ſayings 
are frequent in that Hiſtorian. No- 
thing alſo gives more the Idea 
of thoſe who (ſpeak ſo, when 
they ſpeak well ;. nor of him 
that makes them ſpeak, as when 
he. does it. on purpoſe. Here is 
one-of another kind , taken out 
of Tacitus , in that famous. Feaſt 


. TMaſalina made to her Lover: 


In. the - heat of the oningy and 


of the -Debauchery of that Feaſt, 
they got an Idiot, whoſe Name 
was Yalens , to climb up to the 

No op 


w > 7 þ 


The Modeſt Critich, 


. top of-a "Tree; and they asked 
him what 'he ſaw: A Tempeſt, 
ſaid he, mhich gathers in the Air , 


and comes from Oſtium. T hat word, 


ſpoken: by»a Foo], caſt a coldnels 


and ſorrow upon the People's: 
Spirits, which diſturb'd all things, '. 


tho ſpoken without defign ; © for 
it was a Prognoſtication 'of the 
Emperour's return, which happen'd 
a few days after, and causd the 
Empreſs to be ſtabb'd , tird with 
her infamous Life. Thoſe mar- 
vellous ſayings are- very accepta- 
__ ble in Aitory, being fit to rouze 

UP the Reader's Mind by ſome- 
thing which is ſharp. There are 
Thouſands of others which an 
Hiſtorian employs to embelliſh his 
Work, and which have eſcapd 
my Memory : and I do not pre- 
tend to fay all that is good in 
this kind. It is enough ro mark 
' thoſe which can give another face 
to Aﬀairs; to ſearch other Con- 
jettures, to give way to other - 


dea's, and to other Sentiments : 
In. a word, all thoſe fine ſayings, . 


capable of cauſing ſame kind of 


rc 
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x, revolution in the Readers Mind, 
to give him Adtion, = Motion 
roo, being always trul Sk -are-. 
never out of ule, buſineſs 
is to place them ſo, = they 
may appear incorporated in :a 
Narration, to play all their parr 
in it ; that is to ſay, ro make 
the matrer pomns when , , of 'ix 
iy it 1s barren and dilagree- 

P, 


a  - 


The Coins - There are Scntiments Which 

ngprin, '0 are fit for the Theatre, and are 
Hf. ”" not fo for Hiſtory, becauſe: Poctry 
fays things as $. ry ſhonld be ; 

Ehifer [tor 6 ſays them as they arc, 

ofe Hiſtorians , which give 

is Heroes ſuch exquilire Senti- 

ments , are not always the moſt 

judicious : ; and whatever 1s not 

* grounded upon good ſenfe , be it 

never ſo fine, is not the beſt. Sa 

that Buintus Curtius is not always 

1m the right, to repreſent Alex- 

. Ender {o admirable. He dyes not 
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of Prudence, bur always puts him 
upon difficult and #perillous Ad- 
ventures: Danger charms: him ; 
He 1s not fond of Conquelts , 
but of the Glory of Conquering : 
He might ſurpriſe Darws , by 
falling upon him in the Night- 
time, and that way hide his 
Weakneſs , the Enenues Army 
being twice in number bigger 
than his own: Bur that Grear 
Man , who: cares leſs to over- 
come, than to make People ad- 
mire his Bravery , attacks the 
King of Perſia in the middle of 
the Day; reſolved rather to loſe 
his Life gloriouſly, than to oyer- 
come by ſurpriſal. Darws, after 


his Overthrow, proffers to divide 


Afia with him, and offers him 
his Daughter in Marriage ; A- 
lexander chyſes. rather to purſue 
his Honour through Perils, than 
to become Maſter with ſo much 
. Tranquility : He does not hear- 
ken to thoſe Propoſals ; *he will 
accept of nothing but what is 
extraordinary, His Hiſtorian does 
43... 
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At AS o - , 
©, 
Sf - 
& « 
% 


him a great deal of Honour : 


| Great men are ſubjet to form 
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ſure, a. little likelihood would 
have done well mixt. with fa 
much Glory : Does not he make - 
his Heroe more Fool-hardy than 
wiſe, aud more adventurous than 
ambitious > Without doubr he 
found that way finer ; but with- 


all, he has given us-reaſon to 


doubt, wherher it is a Romance, 
or an Hiſtory , which he has leit 
us; for he puſhes things too far. 
So important it is for an Author 
in all things to make Reaſon his 


| Standard , and to follow - rather 
the Nature of things , than the 


fine Imaginations of his own 
Wit. Let not Hiſtory then au- 
thorize the ridiculous Conceits of 
tallſe Glory ,- which: cauſes vain 
People to commit ſo many Er- 
rors, the moſt part of which con- 
tributes. little rotrue Honour, be- 
cauſe they have 'no ſenſe of ir. 
Let it not attribute to a- Mounte- 
bank the Sentiments of a {ſolid 
man, nor- the Vertues of a Ro- 
mantick Heroe to a true Knight. 


to . 
HL, 


a 


—+ 


m hens; th . Si tes ; Ont OTE SS, "2 > wp = bo ph je FN 6 S Me ARTE 5: W Fo jet Po - CO. Rr : Les. 5s ; $4 SY mx n So "RAO F 
LS OE W145» nv » > PW 4 _ x 4 Fe Ry py ; g . % 
4 : ad ; | . TON « --? —_ 
- vi; - .*., - ; / 
De IVIOAEC ratzec 
” a » _ ' _ 
% = \ 
" 


to themſelves Tdea's of Glory, af- 
ter their own fancy, , and ac- 
cording. to the failing of their 
Vanity. But the Publick Intereſt 
ought to be dearer to him who 
governs , than his own Glory : ] 
And the true Honour of 'a great 1 
Prince, is- to gain the People's 
Hearts rather than their Fears: 
Thoſe are the Sentiments whick 
ought to reign moſt in Hiſtory , 
' that jt may become a Leffon of 
Clemency to: Princes; and a Pat- 
tern of Reaſon! and good Senſe 
to all People. Ler not an Hiſto- ; 
zian therefore be miſtaken ; ler 4Y 
him firſt diſtinguiſh true Honour ] 
from falſe, and, in the Maxims. »; 
of this Life -praiſe only whar 
is good; Let him clear the Peo- 
ples Errors , without becotning 
himſelf a Slave to . Popular Sen- 
timents : Ler him neyer ſuffer 
himſclt to judge of things by their 
Events, without running up to 
their Spring ; but let him open 5 
their very Principks: Let him 
be careful of doing - Juſtice to rhe 
truce and pretended Merit , that ' 

*F 3 he 


E_ he may- not impoſe on Poſteriry, 
| which gives. Credit to what 1s 
; ſaid , without any examination , 
and ſticks to the Littetal Senſe - 
; Let him never ſhew great E- 
vents, without giving notice -of 
Cauſes , and. without diſcovering 
their true Motives. Sometimes 1t 
15 nothing, or /at leaſt, but little ; 
but People lack to fee great things 
come from ſmall . Principles , as 
Dionyſins Halicarnaſſeus teaches in 
the Fifth Book of his Hiſtory, on 
the occaſion . of the Revolution 
of Government from the Kings 
of Rome, which ay * pe throug 
+7. Lv. 1. 1. (e Infolence of Young * Tar- 
Ann. qguin , and the Pride of his Fa- 
4 | ther. Thar is the Spirit which 
ought to reign in Hiſtory , and 
the Maxim which muſt be ob- 
ſery'd therein. Let us ſee its Ge- | 
| TUUS. 7 Th 
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| able in #iſtory , without a Geni- 
us; that makes all in that Art, as. 


' attain to that Perfection which ic 
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XXVI. 
Nothing can be writ conſider- pecnid 


of an HiSoria 
muſt be, - | 


well as in others, and it. is only 

that way that Aiſtorians diſtin- 

guiſh themſelves from one an- 

other. A ſmall Genius will make 

but little” of a great Subject ; 

and he that has a great Genius , 

will make a ſmall' Subje& appear 
reat. * To write Hiſtory well * Arduum vi: 

therefore , a mani muſt haye an derurresgeſtas 

univerſal Genius, capable of great Oon_ | 

Idea's, to form to himſelf a great zquanda ſunr, 

Model , and gteat Deſigns. Hi- Saluſt. proem. | 

ſtory is a thing of impottance +, Bell. Cari. | 

ſays Cicero, and the bulineſs of a 7 enum. - 

Man 3bove the Common Level. 2 refe ſcri- 

And when Lucian, who was orie- bere,& fummis | 

of the fineſt Wits of his Age , Qraforis pro- | 

which produc'd ſo many great ne "OY 

men, confeſſes, that his Genius : 

was too weak for Hiſtory, and to 


requites, He frights me, by cre- 
| | 7” 007 ating 


ating in me a juſt apprehenſion | 
of the. difficulty which attends 
it : For if that Author, which 
has written nothing but what 1s 
admirable, and gives Rules ſo 
"full of good ſenſe for the wri- 
ting of Hiſtory, acknowledges that 
he is nor capabJe- of ſuſtaining 
the weight. of ſo great a work, 
what will become of thoſe that 
in one day fet up for Hiſtorians , 
without -any. knowledge 'of what 
is Effential in Hiſtery, as he ſays 
it happen'd.,in that War in Ar- 
menia, Which producd ſo many 
Authors , through an Itch of 
- Writing, which at that time was 
a common Diſeaſe 2 But the 
Ttmes are changd,: ſays he; no- 
thing 1s more difficult than for a 
- man to compile a Work which 
all future Ages may eſteem , as 
Thucydides has done. For what 
ſtrength of Spirit is requifite to 
ſpeak the -Truth , without ma- 
king Paraphraſes, as thoſe do, 
© who have not: Souls great enough 
to be clear and candid, and- to 
fpeak things as they are? Whacr 
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| firmneſs to unmask Vice, nati- 
Tally diſguisd with Diſhmnlaci- 


on? What Sagacity to diſcover 
the bottom of the Genius of 


. them we ſpeak of, without ſtick- 


ing to the exterior part, of the 
Perſon, which ſeldom. ſignifies a- |. 
ny thing ? Bur when the -buſine(s 
1s to diſtinguiſh People and Times 
by what 1s effential in their Cha- 
rafters , how neceſſary is a clear 
and diſtinguiſhing head? As for 


Example, in relating the Civil 


Wars of Rome, not to confound 
the Spirit of the Commonwealth 
with that of Monarchy ; the abſo- - 
lateneſs of the one with the De- 
pendency of | the other ; .not to 


write the Reign of Lexzs the 
Fourteenth, which is no way ad- 


dicted to Superſtition., like. that 
of Lewis the Eleventh , whoſe 
Character was Superſtition 1t ſelf; 


' Not to repreſent Charles the Great, 


like Henry the Third \, . but to 
mark the Times and the Per- 
ſons by the difierence there - is 
berween them. What integrity , 


exaQtly to do Juſtice ro Vice and 
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Virtue , to diſtinguiſh the true 
from the prerended Merit, and 
co uſe ones ſelf to weigh the A-> 
ions, without any regard to 
the Perſons ? Whar Judgment , 
to take always the right fide, to 
turn things to the- right ſenſe , 
ro chuſe always what 1s moſt ſos 
lid; to interpoſe your Judgement 
upon - the | matret in _ agitation, 
without forcing rhe Reader, by 
any prejudices, to touch tender 
Points with chat niceneſs of Wit 
. which can only be the Effect of 
an exquiſite ſenſe; not ro load 

our Diſcourſe wich too much 

atter , which might chance ro 
ſpoil the Spirir of is, without gi- 
ving way to any Refleftion what- 
_ ſoever, made either by yon , of 
aty other Reader; to know how 
to find. the rfue knot in every 
buſineſs, without miſtaking your: 
ſelf 'in its explanation ; not . to. 
_ deliver great Adtiotis upon frivo- 
Jous Motives; not to hide falſe 
Thoughts under a florid —_—_ 
fion; to avoid any thing which 
ſeems ſtudied and forc'd, and to 
| On follow 
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follow in all things that beam 
of light and underſtanding which 
, gives an Idea of the diſcerning | 
aculty of the Hiſtorian , - by g1- 
ving a good Opinion of his s - 
[gps So that the moſt neceſ- 
ſary part in Hiſtory is Agnes 
An Orator may forget hitnſelf in 
the flights of his Eloquence , and 
venture bold ſtroaks, which may 
paſs upon -a multitude of People, 
| Who are pleasgd with nothing 
more than boldneſs. - A Poet may 
_ ramble from his 'Text , and has 
no_ great neceſſity to be always 
wiſe, The Hiſtorian, who ſpea 
only in cold Blood , ought ak 
ways. to be Maſter of himſelf, 
and to fay-nothing but what. is 
4 juſt nothing, in fine, requires ſo 
| much Senſe, ſo much Reaſon, ſo 
much Wir and Judgment , and 
fo many other Qualities, . to at- 
rain to perfection, as Hiſtory; and 
after all is done, an happy. Un- 
derſtanding, endued with all thoſe 
Perfections, is not ſufficient, with- 
out a great knowledge of the 
World. It was only the Con- 
EEO verſation 
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verſation : Polybius had with Sc:> 
pio and 'Lelivs, that made him ſo 
able .an Hiſtorian. We. have in 
Thucydides and Livy accompliſh d 
Patterns of that Genius requir'd 
in Hiftory. Antiquity has nothing 
more finiſh'd in that kind. There 
is hardly any thing wanting in 
the one, or in the other , bur 
that Thucydides is yet more fin- 
cere than Livy, and the laſt more 
natural than. the firſt. Tacitus 1s 
admirable in _- his way. ; Lipfuus 
prefers him before © all others : 


Every body 1s not of his Opini+ 


on. One may fay in general ; 


Thar he is an Hiſtorian of a par- 


ticular Rank, who has a great 
deal of agreeableneſs amongſt 
great failings ; bur his detects are 
ſomewhat hidden under a great- 


neſs of Genius which ſhines in all 


he ſays, and under a loftineſs not: 
well to be delſctib'd, which raiſe 
him *above many Authors ,more 
exact , and *'more natural than 
himſelf. He has his Party. and 
his Admirers. It 1s true, that he. 
pleaſes. men of Fancy and hna- 
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gination, but not thoſe that have 
moſt Judgment , nor thoſe that 
loye good Senſe racher than'Flou- 
riſhes. Among Moderns, I find 
Mariana, Dawila, Fra Paolo , have 
an admirable Genius. for Hiſtory. 


Mariana has the gift of thinking, 


and” of ſaying nobly what he 
thinks and ſpeaks, and of giving 


a Charatter 'of greatneſs to what. 


runs in his Mind, Darla brings 
good Circumſtances of things , 


_ diſcourſes juſtly enough upon rhe 


Sabjes he- treats of , and. carries 
on his Diſcourſe in a continued 
Strain , which giyes him thar 


obliging Air which he has a- 


bove others. Fra Paolo, . in his 


Hiſtory of the Council of Trent , 
gives What Colours he pleaſes to 


what he ſays: No body ever 
had thar Art in-a more eminent 
- degree. He ſhews alſo a great 
Capacity , in- ſcarching to the 
bottom the Matters of Learning 
which he has in hand, to give 
his Readers a perfc&t know- 
ledge rhcreof: No body ever 
Writ with more Skill, nor with 
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more Wit, and: never with leſs 
Juſtice and Truth. He is a paſ- 
fionate man, who employ'd all 
his Art in hiding his Paſſion : 
He made a' jeit in every. thing, 
thar he might not be thought 
to be angry; but he falls into 


another Defe&t : He raileth roo 
much, in a Subje& ſo ſerious 


as his is; for his Paffion is 
ſeen. in every thing he fpeaks. 
So that Hiſtorian, with his great 
Genius , has the moſt Vicious 
Charafter that can be in the 
way of writing - Hiſtory , where 


nothing is leſs -pardonable than 


Enmity, An” Hiſtorian is no 
longer believd , when once he 
is thought too. paſſionate ; which 


gives occalion of. exatnining the 


Honeſty which is neceflary for 


him that pretends to write, 


[Ul 
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As every one ought to lay rhe Hiſtorians 
down to himſelf a Rule of Mo- Mrality. 
rality, according to his Genius, 
the Hiſtorians Mind is known 
by bis Principles. You muſt 
firſt of all rake it for granted , 
that there are but few who have 
hearts noble enough, neither to 
fear nor hope for any thing ; 
and who will. value Truth a- 
bove Intereſt, which is the moſt 

neral Spring of all the wrong 
Judgments men make. in things 
they ſpeak of, This is what you 
ought to think upon firſt, when 

ou take upon you 'to inſtruct the 
Publick and it 1s the chliefeſt 
- Maxim an Hiſtorian ought to pro- 
poſe ro himſelf, "That being well 
eſtabliſh'd, he ought to think on- 
ly to ger Credit in' People's good 
Opinion, and to give a- Colour 
of Truth to all he ſays. Ir is 
that chiefly. ro which ail. his en- 
deayours ought to tend ; ay 


WE 


; The Modeſt 
he will never: effe&t, but by cſta- 


* Ne qua ſuſ- 
picio gratiz. 
fir, ne qua fi- 
mulrarts, Czc, 
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bliſhing. his Reputation : And it 
1s not by Proteſtations of being | 


fincere, that he ſhall demonſtrate © 


his Inregrity - It is by making 
appear 1n all- his words, the up- 
rightneſs of his. heart, -and the 
honeſty of his mind. Therefore 
nothing ought to come from him 
but what has-the ſtamp of Equi-. 
ty and Reaſon. The Love he 


 eught to. have for 'T ruth, ought 


to be the Rules of all his Expreſ- 
lions, and of all his Idea's. * Ler. 
him always ſpeak like an ho-_ 
neſt man; let him never ſpeak 
any thing that can injure Cha- 
ſtiry or Incegrity. ; let him keep 
cloſe to the Sentiments which the 
feyereſt Honour can inſpire; and 
ler nothing' ever appear in his 
words that may raiſe a queſtion 
of his Probity and Truth , ler. 
him ſpeak fo that People may 
believe him to ſpeak true as of- 


ren as he ſpeaks, through an af- . - 


ſurance, that he is not capable. 
of impoliag. No man can ever. 
er with fo good Principles, It 

| -1$ 


i by ſo pure a' Method that Thus 
eydides 'did ſet up: the: Reputation 


of -his ſincerity ' through all fol-- 


lowing Ages, and that he has de- 
ſery'd' the Credit of all People; 


Ir is his Zeal for Religion , and 


Reſpe&t for the Gods, which ' ap- 


. pears in'all Xenophon's Books, that - 


engages People nor to queſtion 


what he ſays , being perſuaded , 
. that a man, who has the Love 


of Piety ſo deeply -engraven' in 
his heart, cannot lye, Polybius 
. takes more liberty : He relates. 
as Fables , the Sentiments People 
had of the Gods, and of Hell ; 
thinking 
them. And ir is rather by his 
Honeſty that Zivy perſuades, than 
by his great Capacity: through all 
the Intrigues , Facapalts Paſſionss 
and other Extravagancies of thoſe 
men he ſpeaks of, there appears 
a Probity , which ſhews him as 
well honeſt as a good Hiſtorian, 
One may perceive in the* moſt 
_ hidden parts of the Hearts of 
thoſe 'he deſcribes, the botrom of 
his own; and nengt the falſe 


lights 
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that way , to deſtroy 


tENTIONS arc Jil 
Tacitus is not of that Character 
he is a great fluffler, who hides 
2 very bad Mind under a very 
great Wit: he miſtakes always 
true Merit ; becauſe he bardly * 
knows any other than that of 
A and - it .is Policy more 
than 'Truth, makes him ſpeak, 
beſides his wane of Charity to- 
wards his Neighbour : When' he 
ſpeaks of the Gods, he ſhews nej-. 
ther Piety nor Religion , as 1s 
ſeen in his Diſcourſe upon Fate 
againſt P rovidence y lab, 6. Hnnel. 
and. 1imputres . all thmgs to For- 
rune, and the Stars, concerning 
Traſulkes , Aftrologer to Tyberaes, 
who was become his Secretary at 
. Caprea. So difficult it is for an 
11 man to.be a good Hiſtorian; 
for - they are almoſt the fame 
- \Principles of the one and of the 
other. So-when an Auchor takes 
his Pen , he takes upon _— 
£7 Fn2e 


_ 
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the Charafter of a Publick Man 
and he ſtrips himſelf of that Ho- 


nour, whenſoever he takes up the = 


 Sentiments of a Private Perſon, 
. to regard. himſelf , aid to re- 
venge his own quarreisz as Pro- 
copins, who being diſſatisfied with 
the -Emperour 7uftinian , and the 
Empreſs Theodora., gives way to 
his: own Paſſion ;- and eotrupts 
Truth : Or, to Follow  pHIe 
prejudices, as Euſebus and Theo- 
thorite, which made uſe of their 
Hiſtories to eſtabliſh their own 
Errors : Or, to flatter thoſe whom 
you mean to pleafe, as Bachazan, 
who in his Hiſflory of Scotland , 
bleniiſhes the Hothour of ' Mary ; 
ro gratifie Queen po a $S all 

as Fra Pdolo; Who tnakes his Hi- 
ſtory of the Council of Trent a Sa- 
. tyr againſt the Church of Rome, 
and Religion ; whete he ſhews & 
Chain of InveQtives upon Jave- 
£tives, to revenge himſelf upon 
| the Pope ; breanfe he had nor 
made him 2 Cardinal , after the 


hopes he had given him '6f ic. 
bt i 2 ; +11 
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pirſued his Interefts, Penſioner 
co Charles the- Fifth , unjuſt, mas» 
licious, a great Flatterer : 'The 
Piftures he made. of ' the moſt 
conſiderable Perſons in his: Hiſto- 
ry , are Pieces which he pick'd 
up to compoſe the Lives of II- 
luſtrious Men, on purpoſe to get 


| Money; they are done according 


as he was pay'd for them. Gur 
chardin is angry with France ; San- 
doval makes Charles 'the Fifth a 
moſt Catholick Prince , whilſt 

that Monarch foments Hereſie in - 
Germany : all ' this becauſe Paulus 
the Third had-'vex'd him." | Ca 
brera praiſes Philip the Second” for 
his Piety , who favour'd Elza- 
beth -againft Mary of Scotland ;, 
which he ' hindred from 'being 
Queen, becauſe ſhe fayour'd the 
French ; and - ſo ' overthrew the 
Catholick Religion in England. 


- "Herrera is a Fanfaroon, and: 1s =_ 
LnNere 


tial to his Nation. In fne, 


are hardly any - Hiſtorians, but - 


have their own -Inctinations and - 
Averſions:: It '. goes hard with 
them -to- alter” their Seugiments, 


, - IM CT. and 
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and they make Eliums by Dire-' 
Ctions, or Satyrs, as their own 


Minds are' diſpoſed. There are Mercelln. in | 
but few like Thueydides, who by 9 V# 


a rPrinciple of Right and Equity, 
praiſes Pericles, as he deſerves , 
tho -he had usd him very ill , 
 and-does always Juſtice to the A- 
themanus , who baniſhed him ' to 
Thracaa, where he died. -It-is a 
man without. Paſſions, who pro- 
poſes to himſelf only the yuog: 
ment of: Poſterity, for the Mark 
he aims at, and his Work, and 
Who has. no other deſire - than 
that of Truth; wherein he is an 
honeſter man than all others ; 
for he never renounces his Pro- 
bity. Lizy favours Pompey more 
than Ceſar , Dio favours Ceſar 
more than Pompey, Ammianus 
Marcellinus is an everlaſting Wor- 
ſhipper of Fulian the Apoſtate, bur 
- Cries , out always againſt Yalenti- 
nan, his Succeſſor, becauſe he 
was a Chriſtian. Euſebius never 
ſhews Conſtantine but on the righr 
fide; Zozzmus ſhews him always 
the other way. Procopins made = 
IMS. | Of IS his 
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his Idol of Belkzary , Egynhart. of 
Charles the Ys pot of 
Charles the Fifth, Strade' of Alex 
ander Farneze:; In a word, each” 
Fiftorioan makes himſelf an He- 
re after his own palate , whom 
he looks upon as his Creature ; 
' and that he might make him ap- 
pear the better , he ſtudies to 
7 make him more admirable. Ir 
is this which renders moſt Hiſto- 
aies ſuſpicious , all Hiſtorians be- 
1ng paſhonate ; and there bein 
hardly any fincere ones , becaufe 
there are few difintereſted. Thoſe 
that are above latereſt, Jet them- 
ſelyes be blinded with the defire 
of pleaſtng ; and the care the 
= have of their Reputation , leads 
F Tſeping _ them into other Extreams. * 7o- 
Haney arr re, /cPPus in the Aiftery of the Zews, 
quam credibi- upprefles true iracles, to ma- 
- la: hac cauſa nage. the Gentiles , Who would 
rev Pre: not have. beliey'd them ;. and 
Ja, quod apud luppolis __ leſs true , becauſe | 
| Infideles &- he thought them fitter for the 
 demnonerant palates 3 and according ro their 
— | JST, 
* * narravir fabulas, quas putavit iis magis probabiles futuras. 
Leo Caf}. diſp. de tranſl, ſacr. leg. c. 36, TEES 
| PER Eun 


apprehenfion.. An FHbſtorian-. ru- 
ins himſelf, if che thinks to be 
eſtablih'd char way.: you muſt 


ay things .as they are ;. woe to: 
the : 


unbelievers: For nothing is 
worſe in a man who profeſles tg 
give an account of Truth to the 
Aublick, than to profane it thus. 
In- fine , let nothing flaviſh ap- 
pear, nor of Cowardice, 1n © 
Sentiments or Inclinations of the 


Hiſtorian ; for 'nothing gives 2 


worſe Opinion of his Probity. 
Burt tho I do not approve t 
Flacterers of Great men , as Eu- 
Jebius , "who: ſhews nothi 
Conſtantine but what deſcrves prai- 


ſs, who nevertheleſs had great 


failings; my Opinion is -, that 
they ought to be forgiven in 


ſome things : For tho one ought - 


to ' ſpeak nothing but what 1s 
true, yet he ought not co ſay 


all the Truch: _ @uintus Curtis 
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might have let alone the Infa- 


mies he related ' of Alexarder. 
There are ſome priviledg'd Heads 


which a body ought to reſpett ; 
hands 
To. 


ler us ſpeak. of them 
Ft | Croll 
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ly, and not irreverently : We 
may expoſe their Faults, but it 
muſt be in a. way. that does not 


' ſcandalize their Dignity , nor 
hurt the Refpe& due to their 


Grandeur. Tacitus ſays. ſo ma- 
ny dirty things of Tyberiys, that 
Boccalinus-. cannot ſuffer him. 
That which Lampridius tells of 
the Emperours Heliogabalus and 
Caracalla', makes his Hiſtory con-= 

remptible ; and Platina ſhews but - 


lirtle judpment in his 'manner. of 


treating ' the Popes. All » the 
World will not be' of my fide, 
but wiſe men will; and I am 
perſuaded , that "what Merit 1ſq- 
eycr there _ is in - being ſincere , 
a man would render: himſelf ri- 
diculous to be fo in all things. 
But, as an Author never prailes 
well, unleſs he does it nicely, fo 
he that beſtows his Commenda- 
tion: upon meaner Actions, and 
not upon thoſe which are cfſen- 
tial, and which appear praiſe- 
worthy, ſhall always find the 
Publick out of humour, becauſe 
it will never enduxe thoſe pra 
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fes which it - does not find juſtly 
: beſtow'd : Therefore Senſe 


the. Adventure of Ariſtobulus , Confer. Hiſt, 
, one of - the Captains of Alexan- oo” 


| been, want of true ones. This 


.ciple, in caſe 1 had the Fancy 
to write Hiſtory , and that TI 


. modeſt 4 that there might ap- 
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adviſes neyer- to praiſe ,. but by Y 
a ſincere account of praiſable - A- .— 
&ions. * All the. World. knows * rac. de 


der , who read to:him the Hi- 
ſtory. of the Battel which that 
Prince fought againſt Porus.. A- 
_— : who, Ty then in ” 
arge upon aaſpus , enrag' 
wa Se ooh "thar Th 
ftorian , ſnatch'd the Book out 
of his hands, and threw it into 
the River; adding, that he- de- 
ſery'd to be ſerv'd ſo too, for be- 
ing ſo imapocient as to praiſe him - 
ſo 11] , by, attributing to him 
falſe Conquelts, as” if there had 


is very near the Morality I 


could wiſh in an ZAHiſtorian ; - or, 
at leaſt , it would be*my Prin-_ 


were of a Genius ' good enough 
for it. I would, in fine, be fo 


Peay 
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pear Honeſty , and never Vani- 
ty in my Sentiments ; which 
makes me to have no patience 
with the Extravagancy of that 
Hiſtorian Photius ſpeaks of , who 
preparing himſelf to wrice the 
Tir | - Alexander ,_ promiſes, 
that Tis Style ſhall not be worſe 
than the Aftions of his Heree. 
After all is done, it makes a man 
loſe almoſt the Fancy of writing, 
if he has any Senſe, when he ſees 
the judpment Dionyſtus Halicarnaſſe- 
us made of Thucydidess Hiſtory ;, 
for there is no judicious Auchor, 
but that Critick will make him 
rremble. Theſe are the Notions I 
ot to my ſelf in reading Hiſtories. 
am not fo vain as to pretend to 


_ give them for Maxims: They are 


only thoughts, and perhaps but i11 
digeſted, which may become good 
by the good uſe that may be made 
of them. Here follow the Senti- 
ments one may have upon the moſt 
confiderable- Hiſtorians, | 
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' Herodotus is the firſt who has 
given a reafonable form to Hiſto- 
ry; and his merit is, to have led 
he way to others. His Style is 


- 


and vaſt; for it compafſes Nati- 


ons, Kingdoms, Empires ; the 


Aﬀairs Europe and Afaa. He 
is not very exact in what he 
ſays ,, becauſe he contains. toq 
much matter; but I find in him 


a inceriry which is not a 


common., becauſe he uſes Greeks 
and Barbarigns , his own Coun- 
rreymen and Strangers, without 
any ſhew of Partiality. * I find 
Plutarch deals with him too ri- 
,gorouſly , when he makes him 


to have an ill meaning in moſt 


part of his Conjeftures; but it 1s 
only -Envy' and Revenge makes 
him uſe him ſo, becauſe he u- 
ſed ill his Countrey of Bzotia, in 


” Zaf 
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pure and eloquent. * Atheneus * Dulcis, cans 
pon him for the Charms of didus, fuſus 


is Diſcourſe. His Subjett is great my © 


then. 1. 3, 
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Tudgment of 


Hiftarians, 


1 


* Platarch. de © 
malign. Herod, 
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'*Laudarur ab his Hiſtory, * Thucydides is ex 

omnibus utre- 1+ jn his way of writing, faith- 
rum explica- n oe by aa... 

Tor fincerns. & ful in things he relates, {incere , 

gravis 3 hujus and not ſway'd by \Intereſt : he 

netmoneque has Greatneſs, Nobleneſs ,, Maje- 

vervoran, ne- ſty in his Style ; he. is always 

co == ſtrict , - but his ſtrifineſs has no- 

rem 1hiratur, thing but what is great 1n it-: 

a de opt. + The. Truth is , that ' his Subject 

Hin 1s .lefſer,” and more limited than 

that of Herodotus. It is only 

through a . Spirit of Partiality, 

that Dionyſius . Halicarnaſſeus pre- 

fers . Herodotus before Thucydides, 

the firſt being his Countreyman : 

For my own part, I find him 

the moſt accompliſt'd Hiſtorian a- 

mong 'the Greeks, - Xenophon is 

pure. in. his Language, Natural, 

agreeable in-his Compolttion ; his 

Mind is eaſe, rich, full of a deep 

knowledge, a clear imagination, 

a juſt turn ; but he is neither 

_ great nor eleyated. . Good Man- 

ners -are not always well ob- 

ſery'd in his Hiſtory, where he 

makes ignorant and þrutiſh Peo- 

ple ſpeak like Philoſophers. C7> 

cero tells us, that Scipio could nor 
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al with him, when once. he 


had him in his hands: Tonginus 
gives it as' his Character hat 
he conceiv'd things happily.  At- 
ter all is done,  he-is a welk-ac- 
compliſhed Hiſtorian ; -and it was 


by the reading of his Ziſtory ; 
that Scipo* and Lucullus became > 


reat Captains. - Polybius diſcour- 
es well; he is provided with good 


and fine Mater1als, but he does not - 


manage them {ſo well as the others 
I ſpoke of but now : He ought, 
for all that, to be praisd for the - 
dea Brutus had of him, who at the 
height of his Misfortunes ,' did 
paſs whole: Nights in the reading 
and ſtudying of them. His Le- 
fign is not {o much to write an 
Hiſtory, as an Inſtruction -how te 
govern- a Countrey, as-he him- 


{elf ſays at the end of © his: Firft. 


Book; and he leaves there. in a 
manner, the Character of an Hi#- 
ſtorian, which obliges him to make 
a kind of an Apology in the be- 
Ninth Book, about. 

is way of writing Hiſtory :- his 
Style: is much- neglected,  Dionyſt- 
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us Halycarnaſſzeus ſhews, in his Book 
of Roman Antiquities, a deep Senſe, 
Learning and Condut, which is 
not, common ; he is cxaQt, dilt- 
gent and judicious, truer' than £- 
vy, and of great weight : But, to 
conclude, he is vety tedious in his 
Speeches. Drodorus Siculus is a man 
great Charafter; but he con- 
tains too many things, pretending 
to make an Abridgement of Phil:- 
ftus, of Timeus, of Callifihenes, of 
Theopompus, and others. Philo and 
Foſepbus are Authors of an extra- | 
ordinary Eloquence: They were 
both Jews, who had top great a 
deſire to pleaſe _ , by accom- 
modating themſelyes like Slaves 
wo” yang Foy wg = ae. = 
wn c | 4 % , 
and is ari affefted nave of his 
ways: he has made Seyen Books 
. of the Con of. Alexander, as 
 Xenophon did of Cyrus's : Appianus 
| dahols $8 oo the mga gre : 
and with that hodge-padge has 
made to himſelf a Style which 
teſembles no bodies. Scaliger calls 
him the Thief of Hiſtories ; «1 
_ EOOK 
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took rhe beſt of his Book out- of 
Plutarch's: but, after all, there is 
in him a vaſt deal- of matter. 
| Dio Caſſius crack'd his Credit with 

almoſt Ay body , becauſe of 
the extraordinary things which 
he writes without any diſtin&ti- 
on: for inſtead of cleaving ſtri- 
ly co the Truth, he runs trom the 
vety appearance of it , in 'that 
place- of the 66th Book of his Hi- 
ſlory, where he fays, That Yeſpaſe- 
a1 curd a blind man by ſpitting 
upon his Eyes. Procoptus is ex- 


at in what he ſays, becauſe he 


accompanied Belhſarins in the 
Wars ,. and was an Eye-witneſs 
of his great Adtions : but he is 


roo dry in his 2_ of Perſia , 
ke 


which looks more a Jour 

than Hiſtery., He ſatisfied his own 
Fancy by rngs that private Hi- 
ery; but his Modeſty was great 
in his ſuppreſſing it: tor the thing 


which he took pains to hide du- 


ring his Life , was made publick 


after his Death ; wherein he' is noe. 


altogether incxcuſable. Moſt parc 
of thoſe who haye written the -_ 
| ory 
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Fary of R_ , either took 
_. Copies one by another, 'as Agathi»- 
as, Cedrenus, John Curopalatus ; of 
are not very exat; and they 
come nothing: near the Dignity , 
the Nobleneſs, the Diſtinguiſhing, 
1 and the'Faithfulneſs of ' the An- 
* * Subtilifimus cient Greeks. * Amongſt the :La- 
pore artt- tzns, Salu8? looks great, exaft, of 
| OO an admirable Judgment, No bo-. | 
 3n verbis reti- - dy ever expreſs d the ſenſible; ex | 
 nentiflimus.. at, ſeyere Style of Thucydides, 
on: FRINY berrer than he. + He is ſtiff ſome- 
OY —,- times in his Expreſſions, . but not 
ſed graviſſimus 1141pid: | his. being fo ſhort, makes 
; alicnz [uXu- ow meu : His ;- opaggs _ 
\ NZojurguor. good, and he gives'Weight.to-eve- | 
| __ cha - ching he ſays: His "Thonghes 
are always fine; tho his Manners 
be bad; declaring always in Com- . 
' mendation of Virtue, and: Dete= 
ſation of Vice. I find him a little 
too peeviſh-with his Countrey, and 
ill affected ro his Neighbour ; bur, 
for all that, he is a very great 
_ *mari. Ceſar had the fineſt way of 
expreſſing himſelf that ever was. 
Pedants are in the right in admi- 
ring him, for' the inumitable pu- . 
NE rity 
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tity of his Style; but I ſtill ad- 
mire, him the more, for the ex- 
atneſs of his Senſe, no body ha- 
.  ving ever written better, He- is 
_ almoſt the only Author thar is 


free from Impertinefcies. - He. 


ſpeaks of himſelf but as an indif- 


ferent body, and hothing diſagrees 


in the wiſe ChatraQter he: has ta- 


ken. Iris true, that he is not al- 


together an Hiſtorian, but it is true 
too, that he is a fine Model to 
write Aiſtory by. Tr 1s a great 


. Honour for that incomparaþle 


Author, that Henry the Fourth of 


France, and Lewis the Fourteenth | 


have buſied themſelves in the 
tranſlating of his Hiftory- of the 
Gaules. Livy is the moſt accom- 
. pliſh'd 'of all, becauſe he has all 


the great Parts of an Hiſtorian ;; | 


the Imagination fine, the Expreſ- 
fion noble, an exa& Setiſe, with 
an admirable Eloquence. None 
but great Idea's come in hiy 
Mind ; he fills the Imagination 


of his Readers with what he. 


fays: that way he gains People's 
Hearts, and moves their Souls : 


e Mo ſt Critick. : 
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and, he has the greateſt Genius. 
| for Hiflory,. and is one of the 
greateſt Maſters of Eloquence that 
 * In Tite Livia EVEr Was. * I do not apprehend 
- purat inefſle Aſinius Pollid's meaning, who at- 
* Pollioquan- tributes him a Countrey Air, 
_ am Pare" which ſmells of Lombardy. His 
' L8:c.1: great ſtrength is, to make Peo-- 
ple taſte what he ſays, by draw- 
ing his Readers to his owri Sen- 
riments', by infuſing. into their 
Minds his Fears and his Hopes , 
giving them all his Paſſion by the 
Art, he has -of moving the moſt 
hidden Springs of Hearts. Tacitus 
deſcribes things in a way quite dif- 
ferent from others ; but he ſticks 
too cloſe to-grear things, to avoid 
falling into ſmall ones, which 
ought not to be negle&ed. His 
thoughts are good, but he is not 
fakes —_—_ enough to expreſs 
himſelf neatly. He is too much 
a Philoſopher. He ſpeaks high- 
ly of every thing: If mens Defti- 
+ny was in his hands, he could not 
ſpeak otherwiſe : and he' morali- 
zes always upon other People's foo- 
lifhnefs : and that he may ſpare no 
gn body, 


' The Modeſf Critick. 147 

body, he detraQts from all-Man- 
Kind. How many Spirits has he 
youe by the detire of ſtudying 
Politicks, which he inſpir'd ſo ma- 
ny People with, and which is the 
vaineſt of all Studies ; * I'is that 
ruin'd ſo many Spaniards, as Anto- 
mo Perex, and fo many /Utatans, 
as Machiauel, Ammirato, and others. 
It is only by the fineneſs of . his 
Style, that this laſt pleaſes ſo much 
thoſe of ſtrong minds, and ſo Ilit- 
tle thoſe that are nor ſo; for h& 
71ves diſtaſts by the ſubciley of his 
Diſcourſes and Refleftions. He is 
: fo obſcure in his Expreffions, that 
2 man muſt be extreamly versd in 
his Style, to know how to unwrap 
his Thoughts * His manner of * Evenir non- 
Criticiſing is fine of ir ſelf; but his nunquam & a-- | 
conſtant cenſuring of all things __—_ C_— | 
makes ir become courſe, He 1s emper Aunt 
elevated, becauſe his choughts are quod nimium + 
always high mounted : Ir is only ft. Fab. 1.2, 
that way that he impoſes; and it © 73* 


J 


' is not fo much to pleaſe, and tro 
inſtru, that he writes, as to make 
himſelf be admir'd : he has ſome- 
thing RTE which caufes 

L 2 + £0- CS 


Ws - - 
' 148 


"The, Modeſt Critick, 
People to excuſe moſt part of . his 
failings. But there are ſo many 


things to be ſaid of that Author, 
good and bad , that there is no 


end in ſpeaking of him. Ir. is a 


kind of Wir, which is of uſe on- 
ly for a ſhew ; that does not fit the 


ordinary Commerce of men. 2un- 


fus Curtius deſeryes praiſes for his 
being | ſincere : he ſays what is 

and bad in Alexander, and 
never ſuffers the Merits of his He- 
rges to prevent him. If there be 


Any thing to be found fault with in 
his Hiſtory, it is, that it is too nicely 


finiſh't. Burt for all that, he did ex- 
cell in the Deſcriptions of Manners, 
which he has done with an Air a- 
greeable and natural. That Cha- 
rater of Perfeftions which is fonnd 
in thoſe great Men, was loſt in the 
following Ages." Juſtin, who be- 


Came a mpiler, thinking to C- 


re&t himſelf to an Hiſtorian, . does 
only touch things as he paſſes by. 
He "knows a- great. deal ; he ſays 
things ſenſibly; and he collefted 
many Actions , which otherwile 
taight haye been loſt. Moſt part 


%.--r 
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of the Authors, _ Hiſtorie Auguſte; 


fix'd their Minds towrite Lives; as 


Plutarch and Herodian amongſt the 
Greeks, Suetonius and Cornelius Nepos 
among the Latins; and ſo. loſt the 
Character of Hiſtorians, There 
came nothing after that, but ſingle 
Chroniclers, Copiers, Compilers, and 
ſuch whoſe Names were known by 
a. courſe knowledge they gave of 
their Ages, to whom the Planet of 
. Hiſtory was not very favourable, ha- 
ying nothing fine nor reaſonable in 
them. There was bur little Truch 


found in the Modern Greeks, who 


became Viſionaries, and related ex- 
traordinary Adyentures, to pleaſe 
their own Fancies. The Love of 
Study, which flouriſt'd again in the 
late Ages, reviv'd again a number 


of good and ſenſible HiForians, who 


by ſtudying Ancient Authors, and 
ruling themſelves by them, gain'd 
more Reputation than their Prede- 
ceflors - Among thoſe that excell'd 
then, thatwhich is peculiar to Com- 
mines, 1s, that he wrote with good 


ſenſe and ſincerity. Paulus Aml- 


25 ſpeaks purely, but is ſuperficial : 


Fi Pau: 
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Dy BEOS 
& + "Panlus Jou Fa 
on and his Ititereſt: Machiavel is ex-" * 
at enottgh in His Hiſtory of Florence 
his Wit carries it above his Judg-_ 
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ment in the reſt, He*doz2s not do 
Juſtice entirely to Caſtruccio Caſtrucer, 
whom he treats as an Enemy of his 
Countrey. Mariana, in his Hifory 
of Spain, was out-done by no Mc- 


derp, neither for the Greatneſs of 


the Deſign, nor for the Nobleneſs 
of the Style. Buchanan 1s a little 
roo much like a Slave in his imita- 
ting of Livy. He ſtole from the 
Ancients what he has that is good. 
He writes very ſenſibly, yet has nor 


his thoughts elevated. His long 


Quotations in the Third Book, do 
not pleaſe eyery bady , no more 
than the large account he gives in 
the Second Book of 'the Notion of 
the Conntrey he ſpeaks of. The 
Germans have vaſt ProjeQs about 
their Hiſtories, and nothing reduc'd. 


Into the Natural Order, which an - 


exat Defign requires. One may 


find in molt part of the Spaniards a 


Spirit of Partiality for their Cotn- 
rey, which renders them much fuf- 


? 
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us follows only: his Paiſi- bs 
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3 __ ago Fhiſtories of | the ſeveral 
-| + © otates. which' compoſe. 7aly ; _ bur 


they have no compleat Body of Hi- 
_  Sfory, There begins to appear a- 
mongſt us ſome beams of hopes to 
have ſome accompliſhed Hiorian, 
by the approbation the Publick 
p1ves to thoſe that write now. 
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